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In a study to determine the involvement of pathogen secreted cell wa.ll de-
grading enzymes in the white root disease of rubber, four selected isolates
of Rigidbporus lignosus were screened for their ability to secrete the pecto-
lytic enzymes polygalacturonase and pectin lyase The isolates selected
were T19 0.5, H23 and $.1; these were grown in liquid cultures with pectin
asthe main s caﬂx% The isolate T,9 secreted both polygalacturonase
‘andxﬁctunlya&awhenﬁw aLLthecther:sol&&m secreted only pectin lyase.

- The growth of the isolates on 2% malt extract medium and in liquid culture
with pectinwas also examined. The T.9 J.solate had the h:.g\est rate of growth
in both media. !

Of the isolates examined T, 9 is known to be the most virulent. It was the
only isolate which secrete ]d polygalacturonase and it also had the hignest
pectin lyase activity. ; ,

It is possible that the high virulence is related to the abillty to seczete
both polygalacturonase and pectin lyase. ,
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