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Einlogimlassaysmbrimshrmpmrtamasaljm)havebeenuseil}ostudy

different bicactivities such as analgesic and anticancer activities™’

activity is manifested as ato:u.citytotheshmmandthepmoedurechtenmms
e values (the concentration needed to kill 50% of the larvae) in a brine

ne&il% In ocur attempt to device a method suitable for preliminary screening

- of medicinal plant extracts for biological activity, we subjected lyophilized

aqueous plant extracts to this assay system. Of the extracts tested Mo

- cerviana Seringe, lebagomdlcar..hm Piper longum Linn, 2egle marmelos

Correa, Amaranthus spinosus Linn, showed Lc values < 1000 pg/ml. Wwhile

Oentel.la as:.atica Urb, Ca:diospemm hahcga?:%m Trim, Tinospora cordifolia

Miers, panw:lata Nees, Munronia pumila Wicht showed I‘c(SO)m'
greater than 2500 pg/ml v \

The results were campared w:Lth the reported ability of tlgese extract:to modu-
late the ‘classical pathway of human camplement activation~. Classisad.. pathway
of human compiement is one of several camponents of the human immuno system
and consists of a protein cascade. The activation of .this cascade is initiated
by the C, protein camponent. The activity is expressed as CH., values which
hme of huran serum needed to bring about the lys ?gofSO%ofthe
target e:ytl'macytes by the conventional haemolytic complement assay method.

'mesepmlinﬁmxymsultsshmedthatﬂxemmm%hhadmgxmmm
dulating activity on the classical pathway (CH_., values)” were less toxic
to this test system, ﬂ'xereasthosewhmhshmealowmhibltmnofthemassical
pathway showed high toxicity thus indicating same correlation. This assay
may therefore be useful as a preliminary test for screening for classical
pathwvay modulatmg plant extracts.
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