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Twenty years weather data recorded at St. Joachim Estate Agromet Station (30 m
amsl) were used in this study. The moisture status of the soil was determined
by calculating available water using daily rainfall, potential evaporation and
field capacity and permanent wilting point., Then the probability levels for
start of rain, end of rain, length of rainy season, length of dry period and
most suitable day for planting tea were calculated for both south-west and north-
east monsoon periods,

" The 90% probability for most suitable day for planting tea was 19th May and 4th
October in south-west and north-east monsoon period respectively. Although,

the length of favourable season for establishment of tea was marginally better

in north-east monsom period, the south-west monsoon period is better for planting
tea due to shorter dry period followed by monsoon rains.



