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The study reveals that these, novelists belonged to the rural middle class. (Their fathers were Sinhala 
school teachers, ayurvedic physicians, village headmen and the like). They obtained their primary education 
in village schools and studied Sinhala classical literature under the guidance of Buddhist monks. They later 
migrated into the city for English education and clerical jobs. It is suggested that their marginal position 
between town and countryside, between a traditional Sinhala background and a colonially derived job which 
used English, provided the motive, the themes as well as the opportunity for the rise of the new genre. 
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The settlers in the Mahaweli are expected to enjoy equal opportunity regarding two main resources (land 
and water) essential for agricultural activity. Water is a very important input in irrigated areas. A specific 
quantity of water is required at the proper time for a successful crop. Thus, there is keen competition among 
settlers to get the required quantity at the required time. Certain privileged groups establish control over the 
distribution of water which ostensibly belongs to the total peasant community. Thus the distribution of water 
has given way to a kind of 'LordismV Due to emergence of this situation, a significant consequence "is that the 
whole process of the original goals of equitable access to resources, equitable development, arid hopefully equit­
able growth of income of the settler families tends to be displaced..... 

This paper presents the findings of a research study of a Settlement Village in Mahaweli H x area which 
uncovered the trends described above! < . 
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The farm allotment.which is the prime unit of production in the new settlements falling within the Maha­
weli Development programme had been made three acres in size, i>.two and half acres of paddy and half acre 
of home garden. Although the experiences of Gal Oya, Minneriya and other similar settlement schemes and 
the results of controlled tests at various research centres would have advocated the'viability of such an allotment, 
the settlement experiences at Galnewa region for the last five years appear to question this viability. Some of 
the recent changes in the cost structure of farm inputs -and response of settler .farmers towards these 
changes, have contracted production potentials. This has led to narrower producer margins. 

The objective of this study is to.explore the economics of peasant farming in this context to surface the 
subtle and complex mechanisms that.affectthe viability of peasant farming. . 
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