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15, 1917, 1934, 1945 and 1972 were enlarged into a larger scale, then superimposed by usmg the Kegel reflecting 
projector and were finally made into polyline maps. The land lost by sea erosion is estimated by a grid system 
especially for the 20th century, which is the period of the one inch series. 

Results show higher progradation rates than aggradation rates. For example, larger headlands such as 
Seenigama, Midigama, Unawatuna with their long promontarics were destroyed during the 19th century. 
Aranawala which had a headland in 1840 was eroded and converted into an islet known today as Yakinigeduwa. 
Defunct headland beaches have lost their equilibrium afterwards and large portions of land have been subse­
quently eroded. Also extensive sandy beaches and hinterlands with unconsolidated beach materials have been 
washed by the sea. The total land lost during the 20th century has been computed. The cause of this land 
loss seems to be due to eustatic changes and resultant altered processes. • • ; -

F -
P E R C E P T I O N S O F T H E T H I R D W O R L D A M O N G 
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Norway generally has a positive image in the Third World as measured by its United Nations voting 
record and official aid performance. An important element in Norwegian relationships with the external 
world is its Non-Governmental Organisations. Further, women have become important as key 'targets' in 
resource transfers from Norway. This study examines and analyses the perceptions held on the Third World 
by the key personnel in the major women's organisations in Norway. 

Eight leading women's organisations which have undertaken women's projects in the Third World and 
five new feminist organisations were selected for the study and their key members were subjected to extensive 
interviews both through a structured questionnaire and unstructured interviews. 

The results indicate that key members of the first category do not necessarily match the positive external 
image of Norway's relations with the Third World. Many areas of ignorance and prejudice of the Third World 
were revealed in addition to broad positive aspects. Their members were largely in an older age bracket, 
motivated by charity and 'Christian* orientations without seeing, the structural causes for underdevelopment in 
the Third World. The new feminist organisations consisted of a younger group of women more aware of the 
structural causes for under-development. They also brought a less paternalistic attitude towards relationships 
with the Third World. 

The study also contrasts these results with those of a study by the author on Sri Lankan Women's 
Organisations. 

f - - oS . . 
T H E R I S E O F T H E S I N H A L A N O V E L A N D T H E 
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The rise of the Sinhala novel occurred in the first decade of the 20th century. This paper examines the 
relationship of the rise of the Sinhala novel to the changing socio-economic structure of Sri Lanka at the time. 
The first Sinhala novelists were Albert Silva, A. Simon de Silva, Piyadasa Sirisena, M. C. F. Perera, W. A . 
Silva and Martin Wickramasinghe. The social origins, careers and social aspirations of these novelists are 
analysed, in relation to the socio-economic changes that were taking place in the country at the time, specially 
along the Southern coastline, where all these writers originated. The socio-economic changes are identified 
and discussed. 
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The study reveals that these, novelists belonged to the rural middle class. (Their fathers were Sinhala 
school teachers, ayurvedic physicians, village headmen and the like). They obtained their primary education 
in village schools and studied Sinhala classical literature under the guidance of Buddhist monks. They later 
migrated into the city for English education and clerical jobs. It is suggested that their marginal position 
between town and countryside, between a traditional Sinhala background and a colonially derived job which 
used English, provided the motive, the themes as well as the opportunity for the rise of the new genre. 
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The settlers in the Mahaweli are expected to enjoy equal opportunity regarding two main resources (land 
and water) essential for agricultural activity. Water is a very important input in irrigated areas. A specific 
quantity of water is required at the proper time for a successful crop. Thus, there is keen competition among 
settlers to get the required quantity at the required time. Certain privileged groups establish control over the 
distribution of water which ostensibly belongs to the total peasant community. Thus the distribution of water 
has given way to a kind of 'LordismV Due to emergence of this situation, a significant consequence "is that the 
whole process of the original goals of equitable access to resources, equitable development, arid hopefully equit­
able growth of income of the settler families tends to be displaced..... 

This paper presents the findings of a research study of a Settlement Village in Mahaweli H x area which 
uncovered the trends described above! < . 
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The farm allotment.which is the prime unit of production in the new settlements falling within the Maha­
weli Development programme had been made three acres in size, i>.two and half acres of paddy and half acre 
of home garden. Although the experiences of Gal Oya, Minneriya and other similar settlement schemes and 
the results of controlled tests at various research centres would have advocated the'viability of such an allotment, 
the settlement experiences at Galnewa region for the last five years appear to question this viability. Some of 
the recent changes in the cost structure of farm inputs -and response of settler .farmers towards these 
changes, have contracted production potentials. This has led to narrower producer margins. 

The objective of this study is to.explore the economics of peasant farming in this context to surface the 
subtle and complex mechanisms that.affectthe viability of peasant farming. . 
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