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A N A N A L Y S I S O F T R E N D S I N I N T E R N A T I O N A L T O U R I S T 
A R R I V A L S T O S R I L A N K A D U R I N G 1966 T O 1983 

R e n t o n de A l w i s and S . K a l a i s e l v a m 
(Ceylon Tourist Board) 

International tourism is presently the second largest industry in the world next to the trade in petroleum. 
In Sri Lanka, international tourism was initiated on an organised basis with the enactment of the Ceylon 
'Tourist Board Act in 1966. Since that time the tourist industry had registered a trend of continuous growth 
averaging an annual growth of 20 per cent. 

This paper analyses the growth of international tourist arrivals.from the different market regions for the 
period 1966 to 1983 together with the growth of the tourism infrastructure. The paper also attempts to identify 
the factors that determine the nature of the composition of tourist arrivals during the different growth periods. 
Special emphasis is laid on the period 1980-1983 where the arrivals from the traditional generating market of 
Western Europe began to register a decreasing trend. 

E C O N O M I C I M P A C T O F S E A S O N A L T A N K F I S H I N G 
O N P E A S A N T S I N T H E D R Y Z O N E ( T H U N K A M A ) 

G . A . D . C h a n d r a l a l de A l w i s 
(Research Dept., People's Bank, Colombo 2) 

Ministry of Fisheries started a pilot project for fish farming in the Dry Zone seasonal tanks, in 1979, at 
Thunkama in the Ratnapura district. Presently, seasonal tank fish farming has spread widely in the Dry Zone 
with success being recorded both technically and in socio-economic terms. 

The Fisheries Master Plan (1979-1983) has a production target of 50,000 tons of fish through the inland 
fisheries. Since a fair extent of water bodies are seasonal tanks, the output of these may be useful to study its 
economic impact on peasants in those areas. 

By visiting the project areas and making participation observations of peasants in Thunkama, the 
researcher found that it generated additional employment and village level economic activities, which can be 
helpful in raising the socio-economic standards of peasants in the seasonal tank areas. 
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A N A N A L Y S I S O F T H E C H R O N O L O G Y O F T H E 
S O U T H W E S T C O A S T L I N E O F S R I L A N K A 

U p a H W e e r a k k o d y 
(Dept. of Geography, Ruhuna University College, Matara) 

This study attempts to understand the nature and the rate of coastline changes that have taken place 
during tha past 18 decades by focusing on the chronology of selected coastline segments such as Seenigama, 
Hikkaduwa, Unawatuna, Piyandigama and Aranawala Historical, maps which belong to 1800 (for some 
segments), 1840, 1905-
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15, 1917, 1934, 1945 and 1972 were enlarged into a larger scale, then superimposed by usmg the Kegel reflecting 
projector and were finally made into polyline maps. The land lost by sea erosion is estimated by a grid system 
especially for the 20th century, which is the period of the one inch series. 

Results show higher progradation rates than aggradation rates. For example, larger headlands such as 
Seenigama, Midigama, Unawatuna with their long promontarics were destroyed during the 19th century. 
Aranawala which had a headland in 1840 was eroded and converted into an islet known today as Yakinigeduwa. 
Defunct headland beaches have lost their equilibrium afterwards and large portions of land have been subse­
quently eroded. Also extensive sandy beaches and hinterlands with unconsolidated beach materials have been 
washed by the sea. The total land lost during the 20th century has been computed. The cause of this land 
loss seems to be due to eustatic changes and resultant altered processes. • • ; -
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P E R C E P T I O N S O F T H E T H I R D W O R L D A M O N G 

N O R W E G I A N W O M E N ' S O R G A N I S A T I O N S 

H e m a Goonat i lake 
(University ofKelaniya) 

Norway generally has a positive image in the Third World as measured by its United Nations voting 
record and official aid performance. An important element in Norwegian relationships with the external 
world is its Non-Governmental Organisations. Further, women have become important as key 'targets' in 
resource transfers from Norway. This study examines and analyses the perceptions held on the Third World 
by the key personnel in the major women's organisations in Norway. 

Eight leading women's organisations which have undertaken women's projects in the Third World and 
five new feminist organisations were selected for the study and their key members were subjected to extensive 
interviews both through a structured questionnaire and unstructured interviews. 

The results indicate that key members of the first category do not necessarily match the positive external 
image of Norway's relations with the Third World. Many areas of ignorance and prejudice of the Third World 
were revealed in addition to broad positive aspects. Their members were largely in an older age bracket, 
motivated by charity and 'Christian* orientations without seeing, the structural causes for underdevelopment in 
the Third World. The new feminist organisations consisted of a younger group of women more aware of the 
structural causes for under-development. They also brought a less paternalistic attitude towards relationships 
with the Third World. 

The study also contrasts these results with those of a study by the author on Sri Lankan Women's 
Organisations. 
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T H E R I S E O F T H E S I N H A L A N O V E L A N D T H E 

C H A N G I N G S O C I O - E C O N O M I C S T R U C T U R E 

H e m a Goonat i lake 
(University of Kelaniya) 

The rise of the Sinhala novel occurred in the first decade of the 20th century. This paper examines the 
relationship of the rise of the Sinhala novel to the changing socio-economic structure of Sri Lanka at the time. 
The first Sinhala novelists were Albert Silva, A. Simon de Silva, Piyadasa Sirisena, M. C. F. Perera, W. A . 
Silva and Martin Wickramasinghe. The social origins, careers and social aspirations of these novelists are 
analysed, in relation to the socio-economic changes that were taking place in the country at the time, specially 
along the Southern coastline, where all these writers originated. The socio-economic changes are identified 
and discussed. 
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