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International tourism is presently the second largest industry in the world next to the trade in petroleum. 
In Sri Lanka, international tourism was initiated on an organised basis with the enactment of the Ceylon 
'Tourist Board Act in 1966. Since that time the tourist industry had registered a trend of continuous growth 
averaging an annual growth of 20 per cent. 

This paper analyses the growth of international tourist arrivals.from the different market regions for the 
period 1966 to 1983 together with the growth of the tourism infrastructure. The paper also attempts to identify 
the factors that determine the nature of the composition of tourist arrivals during the different growth periods. 
Special emphasis is laid on the period 1980-1983 where the arrivals from the traditional generating market of 
Western Europe began to register a decreasing trend. 

E C O N O M I C I M P A C T O F S E A S O N A L T A N K F I S H I N G 
O N P E A S A N T S I N T H E D R Y Z O N E ( T H U N K A M A ) 

G . A . D . C h a n d r a l a l de A l w i s 
(Research Dept., People's Bank, Colombo 2) 

Ministry of Fisheries started a pilot project for fish farming in the Dry Zone seasonal tanks, in 1979, at 
Thunkama in the Ratnapura district. Presently, seasonal tank fish farming has spread widely in the Dry Zone 
with success being recorded both technically and in socio-economic terms. 

The Fisheries Master Plan (1979-1983) has a production target of 50,000 tons of fish through the inland 
fisheries. Since a fair extent of water bodies are seasonal tanks, the output of these may be useful to study its 
economic impact on peasants in those areas. 

By visiting the project areas and making participation observations of peasants in Thunkama, the 
researcher found that it generated additional employment and village level economic activities, which can be 
helpful in raising the socio-economic standards of peasants in the seasonal tank areas. 
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This study attempts to understand the nature and the rate of coastline changes that have taken place 
during tha past 18 decades by focusing on the chronology of selected coastline segments such as Seenigama, 
Hikkaduwa, Unawatuna, Piyandigama and Aranawala Historical, maps which belong to 1800 (for some 
segments), 1840, 1905-
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