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It is very likely that fracture in grey cast iron occurs first in the graphite clusters. Scanning electron 
micrographs showed large areas of graphite on the fracture surface. Ferrite in the matrix appears to resist 
the propagation of the main crack but as more graphite flakes fail—the ferrite being unable to carry the extra 
load—the ferrite matrix fails by forming voids. 

This work was supported by a research award of the University; of Cambridge, England. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STRAIN FIELD 
BENEATH A FOUNDATION IN SANDS 

B. L. Tennekoon 
(Dept. ofCivil Engineering, University of Moratuwa, 

Katubedde, Moratuwa) 

The theories of .elasticity and plasticity which were developed for metals, are used extensively for the 
solution of problems in sous, the former under working load conditions and the latter under failure conditions. 
This is despite the fact that soils do not possess linear stress-strain relationships; soils begin to yield even at low 
stress levels; and soils exhibit large dilatation or volume changes while shearing. 

This paper, sets out the experimental results of strain fields obtained in plane strain tests in foundations 
on sand. An X-ray technique was used to measure the displacements of leadshot buried in the sand, and the 
strain field was calculated from the measured displacement field. 

It is shown that at very small foundation loads, the principal axes of strain orient themselves to coincide 
with the principal axes of stress. Subsequendy, there is very little rotation of the principal axes of strain, indi­
cating that the principal axes of strain rate and of strain coincide. The strain contours obtained are compared 
with the stress contours predicted using the theory of elasticity, and found to be very similar. Thus, it is reason­
able to use pseudo elastic constants (E and V) for predicting the stress and strain fields in soils. 

At failure, the theory of Plasticity identifies three shear zones—Active Rankine, Radial Shear, and 
Passive Rankine zones. It is shown that at loads very close to the failure load, very little strains are developed 
in the passive Rankine zone. However, the development of this shear region just prior to failure is not ruled 
out. 
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SCHEMES FOR DEHJWALA JUNCTION 

AND KOLLUPrnYA LIBERTY CIRCLE AREA 

L. L. Ratnayake, C Panditha,* 
and K. W. Mayakadnwa* 

(Dept. of Civil Engineering, University of Moratuwa, 
Katubedde, Moratuwa) 

Dehiwala Junction is the most congested point of the Colombo-Galle Road, during peak, traffic flow. 
KoUupitiya Liberty Circle Area is another congested place which needs attention. The traffic congestion in 
these two places will be further aggravated in the near future with the increasing vehicular traffic. 

From studies made, the factors that may be causing traffic congestion are determined, analysed and 
suitable solutions are recommended which will improve the traffic flow. - •' i 

* Present address : State Engineering Corporation. 

44 




