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The Sacred Bo Tree at Anuradhapura (Ficus religiosa) now has a rather thin canopy and a study was
made of foliar fungi which might impair its condition following the observation of necrotic brown lesions on

some leaves.

Normally, the foliage of trees such as Ficus spp. is infected by several fungi generally not regarded as
pathogenically important. Black crustations occur on the surfaces of leaves on the Sacred Bo Tree. They
are produce by the fungus Phyllackora ficum which is not considered damaging. However, irregularly shaped
brown lesions spreading inwards from the margm in some Ieaves caused concern. A diffused mtervemal yeliow-
ing ofthe lamina was also obscrved : o , o oo :

Several molatlons were made from aﬁ'ected leaves and the fungi indentified included the f‘oIIowmg
Nigrospora sphaerica, Nigrospora state of Khuskia oryzae, Pestalotiopsis versicolor, Alternaria alternata, Phyllosticta religiosa,
Fusarium semitectum, Cumulana lunata state of Cochlioholus lunatus and Calletotnchum state of G!am»rella cingulata.

While Nzgrospom was the most common fungus produced in culturc Phyllastwta which causes a blight of
leaves and Colletotrichum, a weak parasite, could be regarded as damagmg to a iree in a state of low vitality.
In plate assays, these ﬁmgl were found to be sensitive to fungicides such as Benlate (bcnomyl) and Delsenc X
{carbendazim - coordinated zinc ion and Maneb).

As the Sacred Bo Tree is in a state.of low vitality, protective fungicidal spraying against the wcakly patho-
genic fungi was carried out in a programme to which the Dcputy Dlrector, Agriculture (Gardens) Mre. D. T.
Ekanayake, gave leadership. The intensive attention that was given protected the Sacred Bo Tree during 2
period when it was subjected to considerable environmental stresses which increased its vulnerability to weak
pathogens.





