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~Ina systcmaua survey of sced miccuom in crops cultivated i in Sri Lanka., near]y' 300 sced samples of
cereals, pulses and vegetable crops from various agro-ecological fegions of the country were exammed for’ the
presence of seed-bome organisms. The blotter method for determining seed-borne fungl was extcmwely used.

Rxcc samplcs constijuted the bulk of the cereals tated There were, marked dlﬂ'crencw in the degree
of infection with Drechslera oryzae and Trichoconis padwzckn in seed sampleés from different locatlons and also in
sced samples of different varictics from the same location.” Pjricularia oryzas was not cnf‘ounttrcd

The or ops tested in pulsc.s WEre black gram, cowpea, geeen gram and soybcan Ascack_y:a sp Batryo-
diplodia sp., Cercospm'a 5P Coowespom camzcaia, Fusarium oxysporum, Fusarmm solam, Macropkomma phaseahrm, Mym-
thecium roridum and Phomopsis sp. were noteworthy recordings.

The fungi of pathogenic significance detected in samples of vegetables and other crdps were Ascr;ciyvta sp.,
Botryodiplodia theobromae, Cercospora sp., Didymella bryoniaz, Fusarium oxysporum, Fusarium solani, Macrophomina phaseo-
fina, A/I)'ro!hccmm rmdtem, M_yrofhecmm wrmcama, Phoma SPp- and Rhtzo:toma solam

Besides 1hc above I‘ungl, sev cral genera of saprophyuc fuug1 werealso observcd in‘most of thc seed samples,
Chactomium spp., Penicillium spp..and Trichoderma spp:;- which arc known t6 be biocontrol agents, were detected
in several samples.





