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Bacterial wilt of potatecs in cooler climates and higher clevations is caused by Pseudomonas solanacearum
biovar 2 of Hayward?® or race 3 of Buddenhagen®. At higher temperatures and lower elevations, it is caused
by Hayward’s biovar 3 or Buddenhagen’s race 1. In Sri Lanka; only biovar 2 occurs in the coal up-country
wet zone of the Nuwara Eliya District while biovar 3 is found at lower elevations®.
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SECTION B

In an investigation of a recent outbreak of bacterial wilt in the Jafina District in fields around Urclu,
Kopay, Urumpirai, Uduvil and Chankanai, isolates of the pathogen were obta.med from diseased plants and
their biovars determined. = Sixteen-of  twenty-two 1solates examined’ were of biovar 2, the typical cool temper-
ature type, and thc remaining six biovar 3.

'The commerce of seed potatoes is a lucrauv(, business. Farmers in the Jaffna and Badulla Districts,
who are unable to abtain their requirements of certified seed potatoes from official sources, purchasc potatoes
for usc as secd from prwate dealers who trade unccmﬁcd seed potatoes obtained from growers in the Nuwara
Eliya and Badulla Dlstrmts

It is cvident that this outbreak of bactcnal wilt in_ thc Jaffna Dlst.nct has been caused by thc use
of uncert:ﬁcd seed, mfectcd with Pseudomonas solanacearum, purchased from private dealers, a recogmsed means
of spread of the d:scasc to areas where it was not prcwously known ‘

This outbreak of bacterial wilt is both a warning and a challengt. Farmers must not use unccmﬁcd
sced potatoes, the health status of which is uncertam Also, the need for farmers to obtain uncertified seed
potatoes must be prevented by an effective programmc of sced potato producuon rccogmsmg discase aspects
which is ong overduc
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