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Knowledge of the available energy content of feed ingredients is essential if economical poultry diets are 
to be formulated. Information on the metabolizable energy (ME) content of locally available feedstuffs is 
scanty. This paper summarizes the results of a series of chick bioassays1 conducted to determine the M E values 
of selected poultry feedstuffs. 

The nitrogen-corrected M E values (in kcal/kg) of the feedstuffs were as follows: Maize (3414), Paddy 
(2201), Damaged rice (2951), Rice bran No. 1 (3413), Rice bran No. 2 (2223), Wheat bran (1830), Wheat 
flour (2224), Sorghum (3447), Sugar mud (2114), Coconut poonac (1784), Gingclly poonac (2743), Rubber 
seed poonac (2683),. Kapok seed cake (2093), Black gram (3030); Milk powder (2488), Fish meal (2862), Dried 
fish (2489) and'Meat meal (1916), 
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Analytical procedures for sulphur in soils and plant materials arc compared for average percentage 
recovery, rates. Studies of variability between techniques show that the variability between samples is lower for 
turbidimetry.as compared to gravimetry. However, conventional procedures for estimation of sulphur lacked 
precision due to interference from inorganic ions in the oxidised material. The use of high performance liquid 
chromatography in the determination of total sulphur in rain water samples and plant material is described. 
Determination of several anions.SO+ , C P , N O s ~ together is shown to be a distinct advantage. 
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".* , The straw generated from a.crop of rice" can contain about one fourth the quantity of nitrogen arid apdu't 
twice the quantity of potassium fertilizer required by it. Additionally straw is rich'in carbon and silicon! Yet 
straw is hardly put to agronomic use mainly due to lack of simple and inexpensivemethods of recycling! > -
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