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V A R I E T I E S I N T E R - C U L T I V A T E D I N C O C O N U T P L A N T A T I O N S 

Y a s o d a J a y a s n r i y a and N . V i g n a r a j a h 
(Regional Agricultural Research Centre, Makandura) 

Next to manioc, sweet potato is the most popular indigenous root/tuber crop. It is cultivated as a mono 
crop, under coconut and in home gardens. Cultivation of sweet potato under coconut is gaining importance 
because of the potential area available in the Intermediate and Wet zones. 

Several varieties were evaluated under coconut at the Regional Agricultural Research Centre, 
Makandura, situated in the Low Country Intermediate Zone. 

Varieties Wariyapola and Bentota A gave the highest yelds in trials under rainfed conditions in Maha 1980-
81, Tala 1982 and Maha 1982-83. The net area yields obtained from these two varieties during these three 
seasons ranged from 4,191 to 10,864 kg per ha. These yields compare favourably with yields obtained with 
mono crops. 

However, in taste panel ratings, their overall rank for fibrosity, flavour and taste, were intermediate 
The varieties Av B x and Cinchi ranked highest in such ratings while Georgia Red, Norin, ASa and Divulapitiya 
were the least acceptable. 
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P O T E N T I A L I T Y F O R I N T E R - C U L T I V A T I N G G R A I N 
L E G U M E S I N C O C O N U T P L A N T A T I O N S 

D . P . P . J a y a k o d y and N . V i g n a r a j a h 
(Regional Agricultural Research Centre, Makandura) 

Several varieties of soybean, groundnut, cowpea and green gram were evaluated under rainfed conditions 
in coconut plantations at the Regional Agricultural Research Centre, Makandura, which is situated in the 
Low Country Intermediate Zone. 

Soybean net area yields ranged from 1,116 to 1,792 kg per ha in Tola 1981, 731 to 1,120 kg per ha in 
Tala 1982 and 538 to 1,165 kg per ha in Maha 1982-83. 

Groundnut net area yields ranged from 1,880 to 2,135 kg per ha in Maha 1980-81, 1,233 to 1,680 kg per 
ha in Tala 1981, 825 to 1,331 kg per ha in Maha 1981-82, 407 to 1,168 kg per ha in Tala 1982 and 757 to 1,211 
kg per ha in Maha 1982-83. 

Cowpea net area yields ranged from 121 to 631 kg per ha in Maha 1981-82, 179 to 776 kg per 
ha in ra/a-1982 and 698 to 1,045 kg per ha in Maha 1982-83. 

Green gram net area yields ranged from 28 to 186 kg per ha in Maha 1981-82, 115 to 375 kg per ha in 
Tala 1982 and 14 to 134 kg per ha in Maha 1982-83. 

Generally, a variety x season interaction was evident in each crop. 

While the yields obtained with soybean and groundnut compare favourably with that obtained under 
rainfed conditions in Dry Zone mono crop trials, the yields obtained with cowpea and green gram, particularly 
green gram, were low. 

24 




