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Moisture content of paddy is an index (o determine the stage of harvesting, quality for safe storage and
feasibility of milling with maximum head rice recovery. The moisture content of newly harvested paddy ranges
from 18-22% and is too wet for milling or storage. To result in maximum head rice recovery during milling,
it is recommended that paddy should be shade dried. : C

The time taken to attain equilibrium moisture level was studied for different varieties of paddy at different
initial moisture contents. Four varieties of paddy were selected and each of their initial moisture contents
were increased to four desired levels. Samples were stored under room conditions and their moisture contents
werce determined every third day. ‘

The moisture levels were observed to be decreasing with time in a specific typs of curve. The pattern
analysis from plotted diagrams and statistical analysis indicated that the curves follow the polynomial pattern:
of 'y =B + eax-f ", with higher correlation coefficients. The magnitude of the results were graphically
expressed by plotting curves for different initial moisture contents of the same variety. The moisture content
at equilibrium point was estimated according to the equation and was found to be in the range of 12.0 to 12.7%
(at 25°-28°C room tepmerature and 42-56 % relative humidity). The average time taken to attain equilibrium
state was 21 days for all four varieties and was independent of the initial moisture contents.





