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' Each subject was tested with the low dose Tuberculin test and Lepromin'A, both being administered 
intradermally on the volar aspect of the left'forearm. The Tuberculin test was read at 72 hours, 'and the Lepro­
min test, Fernandez reaction at 48 hours, and Mitsuda reaction at 72 hours. 

All three types of reactions showed bimodal distributions',1 'with separation of reactors and nohreactors. 
Overall the patterns with each iype of reactivity was similar in the two areas, with the exception, of the Fer­
nandez reaction, where there was a significantly lesser number of nonreactors at Nuwara Eliya than at Pussel-
lawa. With all three reactions the B.C.G. vaccinated showed lesser numbers of nonreactors .than those not 
vaccinated. In both groups the modes of reactors were, for the Fernandez reactions, 5-6 mm., and for Mitsuda 
reactions 7-10 mm. 
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The Mitsuda reaction has been suggested to be, possibly, a "vaccination" response.1 Repeated Lepromin 
testing of "negative" individuals was shown to lead to an increasing incidence of "positivity" in the latter.8 

We report a study in two Sri. Lankan populations, where we carried out repeated Lepromin testing 
using Lepromin A with 3 X 107 bacilli/ml. At Nuwara Eliya, subjects showing Mitsuda reactions of 6 min or 
less, were retested once and at Pussellawa, retested twice. With all tests, both Fernandez and Mitsuda 
reactions were read. 

With the first retest, in both areas, there appeared to be "tolerisation" with many of the larger reactions? 
becoming zero reactions. However at Pussellawa, with the third test, there was evidence that "tolerisation1' 
was waning off with smaller reactions reappearing. Further, the morphological type of the reaction, iii1 some 
seemed to have altered with soft, plaque-like reactions appearing,. instead of well-defined nodules, typical of 
Mitsuda reactions. 
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Although Group 'A' , jS liaemolytic Streptococcal infections are commbnly'met with in clinical practice, 
there has been no investigation of the antibiotic sensitivity of these organisms reported from Sri Lanka.' We 
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Drug Percentage Strains 

Fully 
Sensitive 

Intermediate 
Sensiti­

vity 
Resistant 

. Penicillin ... 
.. Erythromycin 

Streptomycin 
Tetracycline 
Sulphonamide 

100 
100 
80 
09 

5 

18 
08 
42 

02 
83 
53 

(Total number of strains studied — 128) 

Only 6% of strains were sensitive to all five antibiotics tested, while 51 % were sensitive to four, 42% 
to three and 1 % to two. , 
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Pyogenic osteomyelitis of the mandible usually starts as an acute infection and later becomes chronic. 
However it has been noticed that in anaemic subjects it could start as a chronic infection of low virulence, spe­
cially when oral sepsis is present. 

34 such cases were treated at the Oral Surgery Unit, Dental School and General Hospital, Kandy 
during the period August 1972 to August 1982. The hospital records, and radiographs of these patients were 
perused to ascertain, age, sex, site of infection, X-ray appearance, oral hygiene status, level of haemoglobin and 
social status. 

All the patients were from the estate worker population who drew a monthly income of less than Rs. 450. 
Their mean haemoglobin level was 7.39%. Females were the majority (74.6%), 60.3% were in the age group 
40-49. Radiographs revealed bone destruction, no sequestration and no new bone formation, in all patients. 

Correction of the anaemia, curratage and suitable antibiotics proved to be a satisfactory line of treatment 
^ in 87.3% of patients. 12.7% of patients also needed irrigation of the infected area. 
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report here the drug sensitivity patterns of presumptive (oh the basis of the Bacitracin sensitivity test), Group A 
Streptococci isolated during a study of the incidence pharyngeal carriers of Streptococci among school children 
in Kandy. 

The sensitivity tests were carried out using, Stokes' method on Mueller-Hinton agar with 10% sheep 
blood. The results of our tests were as follows : 




