
SECTION F 

advantages; the improvement of maintenance quality of rubber lands which results in the shortening of immature 
growth period and the supplementation of growers income during the non-productive phase of rubber are two 
important considerations. 

The objectives of this study are to: (a) enumerate farmer's knowledge and attitudes on different aspects 
of intercropping and (b) identify the farmer's source of knowledge with regard to intercropping. 

The area selected was one where intercropping was not adopted. 
The investigation indicates that most farmers are not conversant with all technical aspects of intercropping 

practice. Nevertheless, all growers are aware of the existence of the practice of intercropping. 
The study reveals two types of farmer attitudes towards intercropping; firstly, the attitudes towards 

specific technical components which make up the entire process of intercropping and secondly those which are 
related to the concept of intercropping, in general. 

Analysis of sources of information on intercropping reveals that the majority of rubber farmers obtain 
such knowledge from mass media such as printed form and radio, while less significant sources include extension 
agents and other farmers. However, a noteworthy feature of intercrop-adoption behaviour is that all sources 
identified have been instrumental mainly in making farmers aware of the existence of practice. The study sug­
gests that a well planned motivational campaign with much emphasis on extension inputs is vital for wide scale 
adoption of intercropping practice on rubber holdings. 

IMPACT OF FARM-STRUCTURE AND RELATED PROBLEMS ON AGRICULTURAL 
OPERATIONS IN THE PADDY GROWING AREAS OF 

/ THE GALLE DISTRICT 

The intensity of exploitation of paddy lands is largely determined by the nature of man-land relationships. 
This is particularly applicable to the comparatively densely populated coastal districts falling within the wet 
zone of Sri Lanka where the paucity of capital restrains the application of improved techniques. The high popu­
lation density and man-land relationships have given rise to a variety of farm structures, tenurial complications 
and numerous related problems. Amongst them had been the high incidence of farm fragmentation and the 
consequent presence of farms of minute size with a number of parcels scattered everywhere. As an immediate 
consequence of this situation, the efficiency of farm operations is hindered and farm supervision is made difficult 
and time consuming. 

The objective of this study is to examine the nature of farm structure problems and the impact on farm 
operations. 

A questionnaire was administered in 9 cultivation officer areas in the Galle District and the information 
so gathered was analysed and tested using chi-square statistics. 

The findings reveal a few notable dimensions of the farm structure problems in the Galle District such 
as the incidence of excessive fragmentation accompanied by the complicated tenurial arrangements in the paddy 
growing areas. The impact of this state of affairs on farm operations has been found to be statistically signi­
ficant at the tested level. 
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