
SECTION F 
During the period 1971 to 1973, the importance and the effectiveness of the Plan Implementation Division 

was somewhat overshadowed by the large volume of work done and the influence exerted in other spheres by 
the Ministry of Planning. 

The period 1973 to 1977 could be classified as a period when the newly created Ministry of Plan Imple­
mentation was trying to evolve an appropriate method for monitoring evaluation and follow-up. 

Since 1977 the availability of other Government machinery at the centre to perform the role of co-ordi­
nation and follow-up work has reduced the Ministry's burden in such areas. The Ministry of Plan Implemen­
tation therefore, adopted as one of its major objectives, the creation of an awareness to development matters 
in the country and elsewhere. As an organisation which helped to spread development consciousness which 
kept the Government apprised of major bottlenecks and constraints to development, and which had the res­
ponsibility of performing the co-ordinator's role in selected areas, the Ministry continues to play a very useful 
role. 
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Where data is required in order-of-magnitude terms rather than in detailed terms, and especially where 
it is needed to confirm already established trends, traffic surveys can prove expensive. The paper describes a 
survey of goods traffic around Puttalam, which employed school children. 

School Children were stationed in pairs to cover 14 traffic movements at three locations. Each pair worked 
one 8-hour shift. The full 24 hours therefore required 84 students. At three way or "T" junctions (such as the 
Kalpitiya turn-off at Palavi), six traffic flows were identified; that is, from each route of origin, traffic moved 
in one of two possible directions. Each student pair had to observe only one such flow thus simplifying the task. 
Each pair had an observation sheet ruled in columns and had to fill in the time of each lorry in the designated 
flow as well as observable particulars about size of lorry, degree of load and nature of cargo. Supervision was 
exercised by one school teacher and one project engineer who circulated between the locations especially at 
shift change. 

The results were on the whole satisfactory. It is concrudea* that local school children can be used for 
surveys of this type, provided the data sheets are carefully and attractively designed, the children adequately 
instructed, and one or more teachers involved. 

This work was undertaken as part of the Puttalam District Flood Protection and Drainage Project. 

AN INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING APPROACH : 
J A MICRO LEVEL PROJECT IN THE 

COLOMBO URBAN AREA 
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Integration is currently a widely used term and may mean different things to different people. It could 
be basically classified as Internal and External. Internal integration would mean the integration of elements of 
sub-systems to achieve managerial efficiency and external integration would mean that the sub-system is a part 
of a general Socio-Economic and Physical System. Integration could also be classified as explicit or implicit. 
The former would mean that integration is designed to achieve efficiency of the organisation of the planning 
system uhile the latter would mean the integration of the ideological, methodological and information base. 
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The latter may perhaps be more important than the former in achieving planning objectives. The concept deve­
loped in this paper depicts the type of integration that could be achieved in a micro level urban development 
project. 

Since western colonial rule was established in Sri Lanka, Colombo became the primate city and the focal, 
point of the export-import trade based on port activities. As a result of this the city was a major attraction for 
capital investment. Thus the spontaneous and unplanned development and its growth had created multifarious 
urban problems related to congestion, concentration, inadequacy of infrastructure facilities in terms of in­
creasing demand from urban activities, under utilization of space in terms of high potential value of land, etc. 
which had not been solved by the plans which were introduced in successive periods prior to the Colombo. 
Master Plan of 1974. 

A pilot project was introduced in Peliyagoda Urban Council area in 1978 incorporating the concept of 
integrated development approach. 

Peliyagoda Integrated Urban Development Project is located in the northern fringe of the City of Colombo, 
which is approximately 1.8 km from the Colombo City Centre and the Port. Also, it is located at a strategic 
nodal point in terms of transportation. 

At the initial stage an extent of 245 ha of low lying land have been identified for this development, in 
order to achieve three main objectives viz. the relocation of some of the industries and warehouses in the City of 
Colombo to ease the congestion in the City, development of the under-developed land in the Colombo Urban 
Area and finally the integration of the development with the local community. 

The methodology which has been adopted for the purpose of formulating a planning strategy to achieve 
the above objectives consists of three activity areas based on (a) a survey related to industrial and warehousing 
location in the city, (b) identification of strategic locations for the relocation and new development of industries 
and warehouses, and (c) the development of urban facilities as supporting factors for such development. This 
is a plaruung process which consists of 12 stages in achieving the objectives of integrated urban development. 

The salient feature of this development process is that it will bring many benefits to an under-developed 
area of Peliyagoda. It will also integrate the local community with development. Such an integrated develop-, 
ment is replicable in other areas. 

During the past several decades industries have developed in a haphazard manner in the Colombo Urban 
Area and particularly within the City of Colombo and its immediate environs. The impact of this uncontrolled 
growth became increasingly evident in the early 1970s. Demiecki, a U.N. Expert attached to the Colombo 
Municipal Council observed that the rapid growth of industries has caused many serious environmental prob­
lems, while the Colombo Municipal Council having discussed the problem at length, passed a motion in 1974 
according to which no new industries were to be allowed in the city and serious thought to be given to the gradual 
shifting of existing industries out of the city. The Colombo Master Plan Project sponsored by the United Nations 
Development Programme observed that although the magnitude of the problems in the City of Colombo are 
not as serious as in many third world cities, the time is opportune to take remedial action before such problems 
reach unmanageable proportions. 

The Urban Development Authority which came into existence in 1978 has taken several steps with a view 
to regulate the development of industries in a conducive manner and for the general environmental improve­
ments within the City of Colombo. 
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