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Molecular rearrangement in D A-friedo-oleananes have been extensively studied due to its potential in 
aiding structure elucidation(l) and in synthesis of complex triterpenes(3). Availability of a variety of D:A-friedo-
oleananes(2), prompted us to apply molecular rearrangements for the synthesis of some rare/biologically active 
triterpenes and herein we report the acid catalyzed rearrangement of D:A-friedo-olean-3-ene-2I-one. 

Treatment ot D:A-friedo-olean-3-ene-21-one with glacial acetic acid and hydrochloric acid mixture in 
dichloromethane afforded olean-12«ene-21 -one as the major product. Formation of this product is interesting as 
D:A-friedo-olean-3-ene under identical condition gave only olean-13(18)-ene. 
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In continuing our chemical studies on the phenolic fraction derived from the hot light petroleum extract 
of the roots of the medicinal plant, Plumbago zeylamcdX), we have isolated a minor (0.004 %) quinone, C^H^O^ 
m.p. 246-48-C, ( orD) 0 \ This paper deals with the elucidation of its structure as 5, 6,11,13 (5a, 5b H>tetrone-
11a. 5b, 12, 12a-tetrahydro-l, 7-dihydroxy-5a, lla-dimethyl,-5b (3-(2-methyl-4-hydroxy-l, 4-naptooquinone)) 
-5H-dibenzo (b, h) fluorene, with the aid of spectral data (UV, IR, MS, XH and rac NMR). An x-ray study has 
been undertaken to determine the absolute configuration at C-5a, C-5b, C-lla and C-12a. 
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