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During the last few years Sri Lanka witnessed a considerable growth in the domestic construction industry. 
A number of construction companies were suddenly formed to cope with the sudden expansion in the cons­
truction industry. However, within a short period some of the newly formed companies were forced into 
liquidation. This paper illustrates some of the factors such as an improper assessment of inflation, inadequate 
planning of cash flows, delayed certification and receipt of progress payments, inadequate preparation prior to 
pricing a tender, etc. as being responsible for the early liquidation and that by the application of modern con­
struction management techniques, these construction companies could have been successfully administered. 
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TRANSPORT POLICY IN THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT 

/ Naga Jayawardena 
(Urban Development Authority, Colombo) 

At the present time there is a great awareness and lively discussions are taking place on the state of the 
economy, energy usage and the environment. In this situation attempts to modify the urbansystem for future 
use with new investments, renovations and replacement of facilities becomes a complex problem. 

One such service element in the urban situation is transportation. It is necessary to fashion this to 
satisfy the wishes and needs of the majority of the urban population within reasonable limits. 

We are now at the cross road or at a crisis point in urban development. We are also in the process of 
changing the urban form by controlling the future location and intensity of land use which will have far reaching 
effects in the future. We have to visualise the role of the movement of people and goods within the total concept 
of the city and its environment by regulating accessibility and within the available resources manage the mobility 
of the people to improve the quality of life. 

Coherent policy is needed for guidance, to identify and anticipate problems connected with movement 
locational planning, assessing and coordinating the relative roles of the different modes of transport, optimising 
the use of the existing infrastructure and ensuring safety of the urban population. 

This Paper attempts to survey the present situation in urban transport, focus on the need for policy formu­
lation, identify the outlook, the basic elements for a rational policy and the steps needed for implementation. 
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In 1972 the Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research introduced new technology for the 
improvement of palmyrah sugar manufacturing process in Jaffna District. 
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