
SECTION B 

In the survey reported here an attempt is made to investigate the present situation of livestock production 
in two major Agricultural districts of Sri Lanka (Kurunegala and Matara) with emphasis on the availability 
and utilisation of crop residues and natural grasses as animal feed. 

With the exception of the drier areas of the Kurunegala district, the majority of the farmers owned small 
herds of animals (1-2 animals). Farm holdings with highland allotments below three acres were a dominant 
category, and this coincided with the farmers in this category involved more in livestock production. In both 
districts the animals are generally reared for draft and milk purposes, with more emphasis on the former. 

Land under improved pastures in both districts were negligible, and the main source of green feed the 
animals obtained was from wayside grasses or natural pastures. In the Matara and Kurunegala districts these 
contributed to 97.3% and 70%, respectively. Generally paddy lands provided seasonal grazing grounds. In 
both districts straw feeding is practised, and straw constitutes the sole or major proportion of the ruminant diet 
in drier areas of the districts and the same is true in the wetter areas between the monsoonal rains where even 
the natural pastures dry off. Various combinations of straw, natural pastures and leguminous tree tops are used 
as maintenance, growth and production diets. It is clearly evident that in areas where year-round green or dry 
pasture production is not possible, and in such instances where straw is used as an alternative feed, the calf 
mortality rate is low, and the milk yield and the number of days in milk are satisfactory. The survey establishes 
the importance of crop residues in integrated crop-livestock management systems. 
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Chemicals recommended for weed control in rice in Sri Lanka are of the post-emergent type. In rain-fed 
rice farming, post-emergent chemical weed control is not popular among farmers because they do not want to 
risk the danger of moisture stress by draining out the water in the rice fields. On the other hand, rice fields are 
sometimes too dry or there is too much of rain when the critical period of weedicide application is due. 

Pre-emergent weedicides are applied after sowing but before germination. Essentially, the availability 
of moisture for satisfactory germination of rice coincides with the pre-emergent weedicide application. There­
fore, none of the above constraints become operative unless there are too heavy rains that would wash off the 
chemicals. Besides, application of chemicals on a vegetation free ground is far more convenient and labour 
saving. 

freliminary investigations were carried out at the Makandura Research Centre, Katupotha Cropping 
System Project and in farmers* fields in Maha 1981-82 and in Yala 1982 with the objective of testing various 
pre-emergent chemicals at different concentrations. Satisfactory weed control was obtained with the following 
treatments : Machete (Butachlor 60%) 2.0 1/ha, Rilof-H (Piperophos + 2.4D IPE) 2.0 1/ha, Goal (Oxyflurofen 
24%) 0.5 1/ha, Dual (Metolochlor 50%) 2.0 1/ha, Ronstar (Oxadiazon 25%) 5.0 1/ha and Galex (Metolochlor 
50% + Metabromur on 50%) 3.0 1/ha. 

Phytotoxic effects have not been observed with the treatments indicated above. 
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