
SECTION A 

The usefulness of two diluents namely Tris Egg Yolk (TEY) and Milk Egg Yolk (MEY) for the storage 
of buffalo spermatazoa was studied. The experimental evidence suggests that there is no significant difference 
between the two diluents as judged by the motility and dead sperm count. These results are in agreement with 
the observation made by Dubay et al. There was a gradual decrease in the percentage of motile sperm and an 
increase in percentage dead spermatazoa during storage in both TEY and MEY at 4 to 6°C. Both in Murrah 
and Surti, 60 % motility and 27 to 28 % dead spermatazoa were recorded at 96 hours in both diluents. 

When the effectiveness of the diluents was assessed by the release of alkaline phosphatase from sperm­
atazoa, it became apparent that TEY is a better medium than MEY. Little or negligible release was observed 
in* TEY whereas in MEY the enzyme level in the seminal plasma increased by 57 to 62% as soon as dilution 
was completed. 

t These results indicate that TEY could be used as a diluent for the preservation of buffalo spermatazoa 
and the extended semen be used within 48 hours of storage when their motility and dead sperm count were 
70 and 25 % respectively. 
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The essential lesion in the floppy mitral valve is a myxomatous or mucoid degeneration of the collagenous 
cusp fibrosa. This condition was first recognised in 1958 and now forms a significant cause of chronic valvular 
disease.(3) 
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Seventeen specimens of mitral valve examined in the Pathology Department, National Heart Hospi'al, 
London and three specimens examined in the Pathology Department, University of Colombo form the basis 
of this communication. 

. The average age incidence was 52.4 years. This observation is in agreement with that of other workers.(2) 
The sex incidence showed a preponderance of males (70%) over females (0%). Dyspnoea was the common 
presenting symptom,chest pain occurring rarely. The clinical expression of a floppy valve is variable and many 
patients are known to have had murmurs for a number of years without any symptoms, a feature also observed 
in eight patients in this series. Chordal rupture was present in ten cases. The risk of infective endocarditis is 
well recognised- (1) and was seen in one. 

Microscopically the affected valves are white and opaque with a marked increase in the surface area. Histo­
logical examination showed replacement of the normal dense collagen of cusp fibrosa by loose spongy tissue 
containing large amounts of acid mucopolysaccharide. 
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