
SECTION F : SOCIAL SCIENCES 

F - o\ INFLUENCES ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT : A SRI LANKAN STUDY 

S. J. Perera and C. Iddamalgoda 
(Department of Education, University of Peradeniya) 

The aim of the study was to determine the relative importance of variables uifluencing academic achieve­
ment. With respect to developing countries, recent studies have shown relative less importance of socio* 
economic status (SES) in this regard, contrary to repeated findings with respect to industrialized countries. 

In the present study, the academic achievement of 800 junior secondary children of 1 8 schools in the 
Kandy District was assessed in terms of Social Studies. The independent variables were SES, student attitude, 
school influence (e.g., teacher quality, physical facilities) and factors external to the school (e.g., peer group, mass 
communication). On the earlier finding with respect to developing countries, the present study hypothesised the 
emergence of school influence as the predominant factor influencing academic achievement. This hypotheses 
failed to receive support. The data gathered point to the following*order of influence : 

Ordtr Variable % of explained variance 

1 .. SES .. .. 6 2 . 3 1 
2 .. .. School Influence .. .. 24 .76 
3 .. .. Student Attitude .. .. 10 .70 
4 .. .. Factors External to School .. .. 2 .23 

Total .. 100.00 

STUDENTS' ORIENTATIONS TO LEARNING 

F. S. Niles 

(Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Education, University of Colombo, Colombo 3) 
This paper reports work carried out during the pilot phase of an international study on ' Students'" 

Orientations to Learning undertaken by Britain, Japan, India, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. The major objective 
of the research at this stage is to examine the question :' What motivates students to learn ? In many different 
countries, for the same or different reasons there is a strong emphasis on assessment/examinations, and this seems 
to be a primary motivation for learning. But preliminary work in this and other countries suggests that there 
are other orientations to learning. At the stage of phase I of the pilot study in-depth interviews were carried out 
withasampleofGrade 1 1 and 1 2 , ( N = i 7 ) students from three schools in Colombo. This study suggests a 
strong social class bias in students' orientation to learning. Most of the sample find the assessment 
orientation of great importance but variations in its strength and the presence/absence of other orientations is. 
very much a product of one's home and school backgrounds. 

, A RE-EXAMINATION OF THE PIAGETTAN CONCEPT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORAL 
JUDGEMENT IN RELATION TO A SELECTED GROUP OF CHILDREN IN SRI LANKA 

Keerthy S. Rajaratnam 
(Governmetit Teacher's College, Palaly, Vasavilan) 

The study is designed to test the following hypotheses : (1) Maturity of moral judgement is directly 
related to chronological age ; (2) The development of moral judgement is directly related to the opportunities 
that a child has for social activities and social maturity ; (3) The sequential development that Piaget outlines for 
moral judgement is related to children's intellectual development. The sample consisted of 146 school-going 
children under 12 years of age in Grades 2 , 3 , 4, 5 and 6 from two schools in Kandy. 

The occurrence of significance at the 5 % or 10 % level, was interpreted as showing a strong or high degree 
of relationship. Though there were areas of high relationship between maturity of moral judgement and chrono­
logical age, social rriaturity and intellectual development, the highest areas of significance was for social maturity 
and intellectual development. 
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