
SECTION D 

Tree and woody lianas over 30 cm gbh were sampled in 5 hectares at Hinidumkarida using twenty, 
0.25 ha plots located from the base to its summit on the South-Eastern and South-Western slopes. A total of 
3,716 individuals was enumerated and identified, of which, 83% were found to be endemic indicating a very high 
endemic biomass so characteristic of the low-country wet zone forests of the island. The vegetation sampled 
represents 40 families, 90 genera and 139 species while 72 % of the species were represented by only 10 individuals 
or less indicating their paucity. 

The most common species in different strata of this forest were Dipterocarpus zeylanicus (Dipterocarpaceae), 
AnisQphylUa cinnamomoides (Rhizophoraceae) and Vitex pinnata (Verbenaceael in the emergent and canopy layers, 
Coaelocarpiis castanocarpus (Euphorbiaceae), Myristica dactyloides (Myristicaceae) and CuUenia rosayroana (Bomba-
caceae) in the sub-canopy and Garcinia hermotiii (GLusiaceae) and Cyathocaly zeylanicus (Annonaceae) in the un-
derstorey. 

In the light of these findings protection of this valuable MAB forest reserve from illicit logging which 
prevails there, is strongly recommended. 
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Kekanadura Forest Reserve is the remnant of a vast and ancient tropical wet ever-green rain forest that 
lies about six miles N.E. of Matara. It covers an area of about 1,000 acres. 

Although the forest had been extensively disturbed through human activities, few patches of typical 
rain-forest vegetation can still be seen. Investigations were carried out to identify the trees, shrubs and Manas 
in the arbitrarily selected plots by subjective assessment. A number of important species endemic to Sri Lanka 
were identified in the areas. The Dipterocarpus spp., Canarium sp., Cyatkocalyx sp. were the most abundant among 
trees whereas plants like Syzygium were dominant in the shrub layer. In stratification studies, Dipterocarpus spp. 
were found to be the emergents whereas the canopy layer consisted of members belonging to families .like Myris* 
ticacae, Anacardiaceae and Myrtaceae. Species belonging to Rubiaceae, Euphorbiaceae and Myrtaceae were 
present in the shrub layer. 

The presence of only Dipterocarpus spp. as emergents and the abundance of a large number of spalings of 
important timber trees and other endemic species in the undergrowth indicate selective logging in the forest. 
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Apart from some herbarium collections made for taxonomic studies, the vegetation of Ganoruwa Hill 
has received little attention in spite of its easy access and close proximity to the University and Botanic Gardens 
at Peradeniya. Since little ecological information is available on forests in Kandy region, this phytosociological 
study was undertaken as a preliminary step towards reaching this goal. All trees over 30 cm gbh were quanti­
tatively sampled in 2.5 ha on the crest of the Southern ridge, the least disturbed area in this part of the forest. 
Undergrowth species in the sampled area Were also identified and listed. 

The vegetation at Ganoruwa depicted (a) three strata, namely, a canopy and emergent layer, sub- . 
canopy layer and an understorey layer reaching approximately 32, 18 and 7.5 m respectively, (b) a density of 
265 individuals per ha, and (c) largest girth sizes over 240 cm exemplified by 9 species. 
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