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Chlorophyll is undoubtedly the most important of plant pigments and the cholorophyll status plays a
decisive role in determining the photosynthetic efficiency and preductivity of the plant. In tea, chlorophyli
content is turther implicated in the development of “ blackness ’, an important criterion in the commerical evalu-
ation of tea.

Tea clones are classified on the basis of their yield and quality potential among other characteristics.
An extensive survey of the cholorophyll status of the clones was undertaken in an attempt to establish analytical
parameters that may be useful in clonal classification.

The results of this study showed that shade consistently increased the chiorophyll content of tea leaves.
Geographical location of the clones and climatic variations did not markedly affect the chlorophyll content. The
grouping of clones on the basis of cholorophyli content was found to be possible and the limitations of such a
classification will be discussed.
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