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This paper deals with in vitro antibacterial testing of three such pills namely, Seetharama, Ramapaaa 
and Madapatha athirasa guli. Aqueous suspensions and ethanolic extracts were tested against eight gram-
positive and gram-negative bacteria. Disc diffusion method, agar dilution method and tube dilution method 
were employed. Minimum inhibitory concentration values were also determined against the organisms on 
which the pills were active. 

Though Seetharama piH was not found to inhibit any of the organisms tested, Madapatha athirasa 
guli and Ramapana pill were found to inhibit Sh. dysenterise, S. typhi and two strains of V. Cholera* Biotype Mada­
patha guli inhibited a strain of Staph, aureus also Ramapana pill inhibited E. colt as well. M. I. C. values were all 
in the range of 1000 micro g/ml. 
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Decoctions prepared with the stem of Coscinium fenestratum are used by indigenous physicians in the 
ayurvedic, siddha and unani system of medicine for the prophylactic treatment of tetanus. A study was under­
taken to determine whether there is a scientific basis for this practice. 

Experiments were conducted to assess the antibacterial and anti-toxic properties of C. fenestratum. The 
aqueous CY tract and the hydrochloride of the major alkaloid berberine were tested. The antibacterial properties 
WERE assessed in vitro using the agar dilution method. The anti-toxic properties were conducted in vivo using 
albino mice. The results clearly indicate that C. fenestratum and its alkaloid berberine in the form of its hydro­
chloride have selective inhibitory action on Clostridium tetani and the Minimum Inhibitory Concentration (M.I.C.) 
value in significantly lower than that for the other organisms. Investigations into the anti-toxic properties suggest 
that berberine hydrochloride has neither an inhibitory action on the production of toxin nor an inactivating 
effect on it. 
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It was previously established by us that rota virus infection was prevalent among Sri Lankan Children. 
Its seasonal prevalence and age related incidence has so far not been studied in this country. We have collected 
over a period of one year (May 1980-April 1061 ) , stools from 3 2 6 consecutive cases of Diarrhoea admitted to the 
Professor's unit at the Lady Ridgeway Hospital. These were examined by Enzyme Immuno Assay for rota 
virus. 

9 8 ( 3 0 % ) specimens contained rota virus. Infection by the virus was more prevalent throughout the 
year but more so in the rainy season (July-November) accounting for (33-51 of cases. The highest incidence 
of rota virus infection was observed in the 4 month—2 year age group ( 3 4 . 6 % ) . The lowest incidence was in 
infants below 3 months ( 1 3 . 3 % ) . More children with rota virus diarrhoea presented with watery diarrhoea 
and vomiting ( 7 5 . 8 % and 71 % respectively) than those with non-viral diarrhoea ( 5 4 . 2 % and 6 0 . 8 % respectively). 
8*4% of children with rota virus infection passed blood in their stools. This is a clinical feature which has not 
previously been reported in relation to rota virus infection. 
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