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These results suggest that biochemical lesions in the palmyrah intoxicated rat liver consisted of not of 
a depression of protein synthesis, but of a disturbance of membrane dependent transport of intracellular material 
to the serum. 
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The patient with renal failure responds to many drugs differently irom the subject with normal renal 

function. There is evidence that the metabolism of some drugs may be altered in patients with renal failure. 

To gain a better imderstandiiig of the mechanisms of the alterations in drug handling observed in 
patients with renal failure various animals have been used. These include the rat, guinea pig, cat, rabbit and 
the dog. The most extensively studied animal in this respect is the rat. The five-sixths nephrectomy des­
cribed by McGance and Morrison (1956) has been used in this study to induce chronic renal failure in male 
Wistar rats. This study investigates those alterations that are due to metabolism alone in rats with chronic renal 
failure and isolated hepatic microsomal preparations were used to investigate changes hi the hepatic oxidative, 
reductive and glucuronidating pathways. 

A slowly progressive form of chronic renal failure with sustained elevation of plasma urea and creat­
inine concentrations were observed at various stages of renal failure. A significant reduction in the activity of 
ethylmorphine N—demethylase and p—nitrobenzoate reductase, but increased o—aminophenyl glucuronyl 
transferase and unchanged NADPH-cytochrome c reductase activity was observed in tbe chronic uraemic rats. 
Significant decreases in microsomal protein, cytochrome P-450 and cytochrome bg content were observed. 

The data obtained from this study could contribute to the understanding of altered pharmacokinetic 
behaviour o f drugs employed in uraemic patients. 
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Echh carinatus (saw scaled or carpet viper) has a wide distribution extending from Africa, Middle East, 
Pakistan, India to Sri Lanka. Envenomation by Eckis carinatus cause local swelling at the site of bite, local 
necrosis and blistering, non-clotting blood and spontaneous systemic bleeding. A morphological study using 
light and electron microscope was undertaken to elucidate the pathogenesis of D. I. G. caused by Eckis venom 
in rats. Rats were iujected with Echis venom by intravenous and sub-cutaneous routes, dose of the venom 
ranged from r /5 L D 5 0 -5 LDgQ. This venom produced D-1. C. by prothrombin activation. The pathologi­
cal picture varied with the amount of venom injected, the route of injection and the time of examination after 
injection of venom. 

In light microscopic examination, Lungs showed fibrin clots in the arterioles, venules and capillaries. 
Areas of haemorrhage into the alveolar sac were also seen. Kidney showed fibrin in the glomerular and inter­
stitial capillaries. Haemorrhages in the cortical and medullary region were also observed. Liver showed con­
gestion. 

In electron microscopic examination the fibrin clots seen in the capillaries of the lung and kidney 
consisted of fibrin strands, aggregated platelets and erythrocytes. The appearance of fibrin varied from strands, 
to shreds to granules. There was an increase in fibrin deposition in glomerular capillaries and inter tubular 
capillaries ; tubular necrosis was seen in animals that survived for more than few hours. 
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