
SECTION A 
The insecticide responsible for the poisoning was found in bottles labelled " Tamaron ". " Tamaron " 

sold in Sri Lanka is a local formulation containing a solution (5o% w/v in ethylene glycol monomethyl ether) 
of methamidophos with added dispersing agent (5%). The trace of material remaining in the bottle from a 
patient which has been identified as a typical formulation of" Tamaron " contained methamidophos and small 
amounts of several related compounds as impurities. 

Although methamidophos has been registered as in insecticide in a number of countries since 1969 no 
reports of delayed neurotoxicity due to this compound have been made hitherto. Preliminary experimental 
studies to evaluate and compare the delayed neurotoxicity of technical grade methamidophos and of the formu­
lated material contained in " Tamaron " marketed in Sri Lanka suggest that the latter is more neuropathic 
than the equivalent concentration of the purer material. Whether these differences can account for the appa­
rent high incidence of neuropathies in Sri Lanka compared with other countries or whether some nutritional, 
genetic or other factor is involved is not yet clear. However, this report emphasises the necessity for a more 
effective monitoring system in Sri Lanka to detect and minimize the adverse effect produced by agro-chemicals. 

A - if THE PATTERN OF MAXILLOFACIAL FRACTURES 

N. A. de S. Amaratonga 
(Dental .School, Faculty of Medicine, University of Peradeniya) 

The pattern of facial fractures may change in a changing society. This study attempts to find out how 
the pattern may have changed over the last decade. 

Hospital records and radiography of 5^9 patients treated at General Hospital, Kandy, during the period 
January 1970 to April 1981 were studied as regards age, sex, occupation, fracture site and type, method of treat­
ment and period of hospitalization. 

Results showed that the overall incidence had risen by 2 3 %, motor traffic accidents as a cause had 
increased by 2 0 % and assaults by 1 0 % . A change in the distribution of site was noticed, midfacial fractures 
cotistituing 1 7 % of the total in 1980 as compared to 9 % in 1970 . More complex methods of treatment and 
longer periods of hospitalization had become necessary. 

The association between the pattern of facial fractures and changes in our society is discussed. 

A - l 5- THE EFFECTS OF ACUPUNCTURE IN BRONCHIAL ASTHMA 

P. R. L. Dias 
(Department of Physiology. Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo, Colombo 8), 

S. Sabra mania m 
(Department of Anaesthetics, General Hospital, Colombo 8) 

and 

N. D. W. Lionel 
(Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo, Colombo 8) 

Twenty patients randomly assigned to an experimental and a control group participated in a double 
blind study to assess the effectiveness of acupuncture in bronchial asthma ushig the peak expiratory flow rate as 
an index of bronchial patency. AH patients in the control group showed a significant improvement in their 
PEFR while only three patients in the treated group showed an improvement. A subjective improvement and 
a reduction in drug dosages was observed in both groups. It can be concluded that acupuncture has a placebo-
effect in bronchial asthma. 
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