
91 

IMPACT OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN SRI LANKA IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION 

K. Nesiah 

We are heirs to a very ancient educational tradition linked to the religious and cultures of 
our people. This tradition had already suffered some decline when the Portugese arrived. The Portu­
gese, the Dutch and British in turn established schools on the European pattern. These were later 
augmented by Government Central Schools modelled largely on the British Public School system. 
Various institutes of higher Eduction were also set up in the same tradition and a modern educati­
onal system build up. A major contribution of this system of education was its part in the spread 
of the concept of human rights and the rule of law. The impact of religious and cultural tradi­
tions on the development of human rights in Sri Lanka in the field of education and the required future 
developments are identified. 

CHANGING FACE OF COLOMBO — SOME IMPLICATIONS 

Devanesan Nesiah and Barbara Sansoni 

The face of Colombo is being rapidly transformed. Many old beautiful and historic buildings 
are been demolished and replaced by modern high rise buildings. The need for additional building 
space in Colombo is undeniable, but the physical restructing of the city now taking place has some 
adverse implications — aesthetic, cultural, social and ecological. These are identified and some policy 
alternatives discussed. 




