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makers as an important sector to be developed in many developing countries. But there are already 
signs of the rural industries disappearing from the rural economy of Sri Lanka due to various 
reasons. The lack of understanding of the problems that rural industries are facing is a major 
reason for this situation. 

A case study to identify the present situation and prospects for the development of rural 
industries was carried out in late 1979 and early 1980, in the electorate of Walapane in the Nuwara 
Eliya District. Most of the rural industries in the electorate was at the level of subsistance and 
was almost in the process of disappearing. 

The industries that were identified are brick making, lime production quarring, light engineering 
mainly black smiths, traditional pottery making, handicrafts and handlooms. At present there are 
only one or two of these industries that are functioning and that too are at an unsatisfactory level. 

Revival of these industries is a difficult task. Attempts are being made even recently to 
develop rural industries, reorganise handloom centres, etc. But the results are not encouraging. 
Shortage of rawmaterials, difficulty of marketing the products, problems of getting skilled labour, 
lack of entrepreneurship, lack of capital etc. are some of the major problems identified. This paper 

is an attempt to identify the rural industries which were in production and the present situation in 
the electorate of Walapane in the district of Nuwara Eliya. 

SUBJECTIVITY AND SCIENTIFIC METHOD IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 
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The physical sciences are supposed to be objective and though experiments and observations 
arrive at universal and impersonal knowledge which is certain and verifiable. Though the social scien­
ces attempt to approach the objectivity, impersonality, universality, certainty and veriflability, of the 
physical sciences, the intimate involvement of the researcher in the social processes studied hampers 
such detached objectivity and freedom from subjective understanding. 

A deeper understanding of the nature of scientific research in the physical sciences, especially 
in high-energy physics, (one of the most scientific subject) shows that objectivity is not possible in 
studying the underlying substance and essential nature of the universe, and that it is impossible to 
formulate the laws of quantum theory in a fully consistent way without reference to consciousness, 
and that the observer is always a participator. 

In all scientific research at the higher levels in any subject the non-rational subjective intui­
tions, dreams, bold speculation and creative imaginations play a vital role, though the conclusions 
have to be rationally demonstrated and proved. 

In the social sciences, one can be intimately aware of psychological emotions, conflicts and 
thoughts, economic wants and motiv s, political rights and obligations and other sociopsychological 
processes, and such subjective understanding, (which is not possible in the physical sciences) instead 
of being a liability can be used to great advantage if the personal biases, prejudices and conditionings 
can be reduced through inter-personal comparisons and checking through objective research. 

A REVIEW OF WATER-USERS ORGANIZATION IN THE MAHAWELI DEVELOPMENT AREA, 
SRI LANKA. 

S. L. Tilakasiri 
(People's Bank, Colombo i) 

The Mahaweli Development Project is of crucial importance in the agricultural development 
of this country. One of its main objectives is to provide water through a system of irrigation for 
paddy cultivation. 




