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THE USES AND ABUSES OF STATISTICAL ANALYSES IN SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH 

Snshila Niles 

Today more and more social science research has come to use the sophisticated techniques of 
data analyses of the pure sciences. Data analyses especially of large sample surveys have some 
clear benefits. We have been able to generalize for instance to larger and larger populations and 
formulate some theories about important issues. But there are some obvious shortcomings which the 
enthusiasts have tended to ignore. This has led to a great deal of contradiction and confusion in 
final results of research. 

Social science data is such that they do not lend themselves to mathematically precise 
methods of analyses. All variables are not comparable because some variables however carefully 
measured are far from precise (eg: attitudes) There are therefore objective as welt as subjective 
variables and the two cannot be treated similarly. 

Social science research often results in policy decisions. For example American policy 
concerning education was based on the Coleman (1966) report. The report concluded for example 
that schools do not have much direct bearing on the educational attainment process, but subsequent 
analyses of the same data have challenged this conclusion. 

Obviously when analysing social science data we cannot blindly follow the techniques of 
analyses of the pure sciences. Data analyses however are important and extremely useful if carried 
out in complete awareness of their limitations. 
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As a result of funding provided by the Overseas Education Fund U. S. A., the Sri Lanka 
Federation of University Women (SLFUW) was able to undertake a project to enhance the 
employability of unemployed women arts graduates. The project falls into 2 phases phase I (March 
1979-May 1980) was the collection of data on which phase I I action programme is to be based. 
This paper outlines phase I of the project. 

The collection of data fell into 4 broad areas. 

(1) Tbe Socio economic and employment status of the arts graduates who had passed from 
the Colombo, Peradaniya, Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara Universities from 1972-1977. 

(2) The views of employers regarding the employment of women arts graduates. 

(3) A survey of the usage of English in employment in the Public and Private Sectors. 

(4) A workshop of policy makers, planners, trainers and members of the SLFUW to identify: 




