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In water pollution studies, it is necessary to convert quantitatively organically bound Phosphate
to the Orthophosphate for the determination of total Phosphate. The Autoclave digestion method
of conversion to orthophosphate (in culture tubes) handling minimum sample, less reagent, permitting
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analysis of greater numbers of samples per unit time is found to be suitable for most of the
sample types. Though, accurate results are reported after autoclaving for one hour, comparable

results are obtained in lesser time period. Results of analysis of samples from the canal system in
Colombo are presented.
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