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Tetrastichus hagenowii (Ratz.) (Hymenoptera, Eulophidae) is an egg parasite in oothecae of the
3 common sp. of cockroach; Periplaneta americana; P. anstrolasiae, F., and Blatta orientalis,

L. (Usman, 1949).

A study was carried out to find out the percentage of natural parasitism of T. hagenowii in
the field in Sri Lanka. The survey indicated two slightly different levels of parasitism over the 13
month period (occurring from Nov. to April and from May to October). These are also the periods
of the year in which fluctuations in the oothecal density was observed in the laboratory cultures.

Progressive parasitization of cockroach oothecae by the parasite was studied by releasing the
parasite at six stations at regular intervals, Single and multiple releases of the parasite was carried
out using five different techniques, from which the most effective method of release was determined.

/
The best method was found to be the release of 100-250 parasites (10:20) once a week over a
period of 5 weeks. +

A single release of female parasites in varying numbers in relation to the numbers of
oothecae present indicated that at least 20 times as many female parasites as the number of oothecae
have to be released for the proper establishment of the parasite.
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