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Mg. Yield increase due to P application at Madampe was positively related to leaf P and Ca and negatively 
to K and CI and at Pallama it was related positively to leaf P, Ca and Mg and negatively to N. Yield 
increase due to K application at Madampe and Pallama was positively correlated to leaf K and CI and 
negatively to leaf Ca and Mg. 

The ^sufficiency range'* of nutrient concentrations (%in 14th leaf) for coconut are; N, 1.9 to 2.1: 
P, 0.11 to 0.12; K., 1.2 to 1.4, Ca, 0.35 to 0.45; Mg, 0.25 to 0.30 and CI, 0.30 to 0.35. 

NITROGEN TRANSFORMATION AND MOVEMENT IN A RED YELLOW PODZOLIC SOIL 

D. C. Golden and M. A. Wijedasa 

Soil solution composition at depths 20, 40, 60, 80 and 100 cm were monitored by using suction soil 
solution samplers, periodically after application of fertilizer mixtures containing sulphate of ammonia 
and potassium chloride in the form of broadcasts at levels ofKOandl25 1/b acre/year and N100, 200 
and 300 lb/acre/year. 

Nitrification rate was very high at K Q level and gave rise to very high soil solution nitrate con­
centrations, left very little exchangeable ammonium in soil after a two month period whereas at K 2 

level nitrification was practically inhibited. After 52 days of wet weather a large amount of N H 4

 + 

remained in the top 20 cm layer of soil in exchangeable form. 

In cases where profuse nitrification occurred, large amounts of divalent cations like C a + a n d Mg"*" 
were released into the soil solution probably by the lowering of pH, releasing some of the divalent 
cations from soil exchange complex, and also by the release of Ca"*" + from Ca "*""*" containing 
minerals, by the H-ions produced during nitrification. 

At high levels of N there was considerable movement of N0 3 below the 30 cm depth where prac­
tically most of the feeder roots are found. 

SEED INFECTIONS WITH MACROPHOMINE PHASEOLINE 

Premale Jeyanandarajah 
(Central Agricultural Research Institute, Gannoruwa, Peradeniya) 

Macrophomine Phaseol'me, a soil inhabiting fungus particularly common in warm soils, and which 
attacks a variety of hosts, was recorded on seeds of sixteen crop plants belonging to six families: 

Cucurbitacese: Cucumis sativus (cucumber), Luffa acutangulata (luffa,) Momordica charantas (bitter 
gourd) and Trichosanthes cucumerina (snake gourd) 

Leguminosae: Arachis hypoges (groundnut), Glycine max (soybean), Phaseolus aureus (greengram), Phaseolus 
mungo (blackgram), Phaseolus vulgaris (bush bean and pole bean), Vigna cylindrice (me-karal) 
and Vigna unguiculata (cowpea) 

Malvaceae: Hibiscus esculent us (okrs) 
Pedaliaceae: Sesamum indicum (gingelly) 
Solanaceae: Solanum melongene (brinjal) 
Umbelliferae: jCoriandrum sativum (coriander), Foeniculum vulgare (fennel) 




