
26 

Isolations from old scabby leisions of inflorescences showed that the tea mosquito Helopeltis 
antonii was the primary causal agent and Ghesporium mangiferae, Pestaliopsis spp, Botrydiplodia spp 
were only secondary saprophytic colonizers. Further investigations with insecticidal treatmets utilizing 
Endosulfan, Ekalux and Supersumithion clearly showed that spraying with Endosulfan at the appropriate 
time (emergance of flushes with maha rains) effectively control the malady. But if the pest population 
increases later inclusion of a fungicide (copper fungicides and wetable sulphur) is necessary. Fungicides 
need not be included in the initial spray as it was observed that fungi could only be isolated from old 
scabby leisions and not from young affected inflorescences. 
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Root and stem borer (Plocarderus ferrugineus L) is considered as one of the major pests 
affecting cashew in Sri Lanka. Intensity of infestation is very severe in forest plantations and very often 
higher intensities upto 10-15% were observed. Several authors (Madhava Rao 1955, Basu choudhuri 1962) 
have reported that this cerambycid borer as the dreaded enemy of cashew in India. In this study the life 
biology of the borer was studied using an artificial media in the laboratory. The results will be presented 
in detail in comparision to the earlier work performed on the life biology of the borer (Rajapakse 1979). 

Early detection of the pest is absolutely necessary for the timely control measures. A method of 
early detection of the pest will be presented with that of a mass rearing technique of the borer in the 
laboratory using an artificial diet. Thus the above work has helped in the strategy of integrating the 
control techniques to manage the pest effectively. C 
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OBSERVATIONS ON FLORAL BIOLOGY OF CASHEW IN SRI LANKA 
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Enormous variation in the performance of individual tress are noticed due to the influence of 
several factors, one of which is inherent character of the floral parts. Previous work in Tanganyika 
(Bigger 1960) has provided information on the composition and number of inflorescences produced by 
trees and work in India (Rao and Hassan 1957) was concerned with floral structure and behaviour, 
pollination and fruit setting. Investigation on floral biology in Sri Lanka has yielded the following. 




