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Correlations between measurements of hardness of rubber such as Wallace Plasticity and 
Mooney Viscocity are obviously significant as essentially different measurements of the same parameter. 
Nitrogen Content was found to be significantly correlated at 1% level with Wallace Plasticity. 

Increased hardness of rubber with increasing cation content is indicated by significant correlation 
of Wallace Plasticity with Ash Content. 

RELATIONSHIP OF THE FOOD OF THE HOST UPON ITS PARASITE 

Attempts at the Biological Control of the Onion Caterpillar, Spodoptera exiqua HB., by the 
Introduction of a Hymenopterous Egg Parasite. Telenomus remus Nixon. 

Manuel J. Ravel 
(Agricultural Research Station, Thirunelvely, Jaffna Sri Lanka) 

Degrees of parasitism of Spodoptera exiqua HB., by Teleenoumus remus was obtained on egg 
masses laid on waxed paper, Beetroot (Beta vulgaris), Castor, (Ricinis communis), Bocrhaavia sp. and 
Onion (Allium sepa) under "complete capacity". Under "partial capacity" the parasite avoided egg 
masses Laid on Onion on which it became the primary pest. Apparently some property of the Onion 
leaves proved to be noxious and repellent. Hence the degree of the parasitism is influenced by the 
parasite-host-food relationship. 

In early 1977 a sudden out break of the Onion caterpillar, Spodopt era exiqua occured in the 
Jaffna peninsula in Sri Lanka. This is a pest on Onion and Beetroot but migrates on reaching 
epidemic levels to other crops such as Chillie (Capsicum annum) and pulses. As commonly used 
insecticides failed to control this. The synthetic Pyrethroids were introduced to bring it under control. 

The biological control of this pest was attempted since related spiceskept under economic levels 
of damage in Barbados Telenomus remus introduced from New Guinea (Simmonds 1978) But the 
experiments prove that T. renus is very selective of the food of its host before parasitism. 

RESIDUAL TOXICITY OF DALAPON IN FOUR SOIL GROUPS IN SRI LANKA 

C. S. Weeraratna o 
(Faculty of Agriculture, Univershy of Peradeniya) 

A large number of synthetic, biologically active compounds are applied to the environment to 
control weeds in cultivated crops. These chemicals undergo physical, chemical and biological changes 
(Audus, 1976) resulting in the formation of compounds which have toxicities different from the original 
(Weeraratna, 1977, Carroll, 1952). 

Toxicity of dalapon (a Weedicide) jn four soils, viz. Reddish Brown Earth, Reddish Brown 
Latasolic, Immature Brown Loam and low-humic gley, over a period of 13 weeks was studied by bio-assay 
tests under flooded and unflooded condition. 

Results indicate that phytotoxicity of dalapon decreased rapidly in all four soils under unflooded 
condition but slowly under flooded condition, and in sterile soils. Toxicity decreased more rapidly in 
soils previously treated with dalapon. Leaching tests indicate that this herbicide tends to leach down 
to 5-7 cm in soil. 

This study was supported by a Nationl Science Council grant. 
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