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PATTERNS OF URBAN GROWTH IN SRI LANKA, 1946-71 

P. Balasunaarampillai 
{Department of Geography, University of Peradeniya) 

The object of this paper is to analyse the spatial variation of the growth patterns of the Sri Lanka towns during 
the period of 1946-71. Sri Lanka has not experienced a rapid growth of urbanization. Usually, rapid urbanization is 
associated with modernization of the economy with expansion of industry and service employment. The economic ŷSE* 2 F tbe country remained unchanged during this period and this prevented the rapid growth of urban centres. 
In 1946, the urban ratio was 15.3 percent and in 1971 it was increased to 22.4 percent. Some reason for the limited ur­
ban growth has been natural population increase within the towns, promotions of rural areas to urban status and the 
extension of boundaries of existing towns. The rural urban migration factor is relatively an insignificant one except 
for certain areas. 

The different patterns of urban growth could be identified, (i) Rapidly developing urban centres of Dry Zone, 
(ii) Rapidly developing urban centres in the Greater Colombo Area, (iii) Slowly growing towns of the country. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF ADOPTION OF INNOVATIONS ON RUBBER 

HOLDINGS IN SRI LANKA 
A. S. Widanapathirana 

' (Rubber Research Institute of Sri Lanka) 

The adoption of improved practices and materials on individual rubber holdings are of great significance in 
increasing the production of natural rubber. These innovations which showed a varying degree of adoption by private 
rubber growers are investigated. Among those analysed are the use of two material inputs namely planting materials 
and artificial fertilizers and several other practices such as the tapping of rubber, bark consumption and renewal density 
of planting, growing of cover crops and the rate of girthing of rubber trees in a stand. 

The clone PB 86 has shown to be the widely adopted type of planting material by most rubber growers and the 
spread df other improved clones among the rubber growers is poor. This has been so because of the lack of knowledge 
of the growers on the merits of these clones. Only a minority of rubber farmers use fertilizers and its application reduces 
as rubber becomes older. 

Poor bark renewal associated with careless tapping was observed and this was more so on smaller rubber hold­
ings. The tapping intensities were found to be higher than recommended mostly in rubber small holdings. The den­
sity of rubber trees in a plantation was found to be poor on smallholdings in the late years. Similarly the rate of girth­
ing of rubber trees on a stand was poor under smaller units of management than on larger units. 

ETHNIC CONFLICT AND CO-OPERATION IN SRI LANKA 
AND NATIONAL INTEGRATION 

C. Sivanesan 
(Sri Lanka Customs, Colombo) 

The duration and intensity of co-operation and friendly relations between the Sinhalese and Tamils in the history 
of Sri Lanka had been far greater than the duration and intensity of conflicts. In fact the conflicts and discrimination, 
within the Sinhalese or Tamil communities was greater than between them. But recently historical processes have been, 
distorted to highlight the conflicts between the ethnic groups neglecting the predominantly co-operative and friendly 
relations. 

Ethnic conflicts have recently become a worldwide problem because of the unacceptability of any type of dis­
crimination or unequal treatment on the basis of caste, colour, sex, age, race, religion, language, class or income and the 
jjdniversal demand for human rights, freedom and equality. Two major trends which appears to be contradictory but 
wn"ich can be reconciled are visible in the world today—(a) the movement towards universalisation and the formation of 
larger regional groups comprising many states and ultimately the formation of one world community and (b) the de­
mand for the preservation of even minor ethnic cultures and identities with sometimes demand for autonomy. 

In Sri Lanka national integration can be achieved having a realistic view of our past historical co-operation and 
the global realities of universalisation and the preservation and development of diversities, finally achieving unity in 
variety w th f ull national i ntegration leading ultimately to the evolution of one world with variety. 




