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There are three main avenues of agricultural information to farming communities. They are (2) The contacts 
with extension personnel either individually or in small group situations, (2) through exposure to mass media such as 
radio, newspapers and other printed matter (most of this material also originals with the extension agencies), (3) through 
informal sources of information such as family members, neighbour farmers, friends, relations, etc.. 

The principal formal source of agricultural information to the paddy farming sector is the extension service of 
the Department of Agriculture. The available data does not show any noteworthy variation between districts and 
broad zones in regard to information sources. Pest problems affecting crops seems to be the major reason for seeking 
advice of extension personnel. - . 

Neighbour farmers were found to be an important source of information specially in the adoption of varieties of 
paddy. However with regard to information of a more technical nature such as fertilizer recommendations farmer 
neighbours were less effective. Further the dependence on other farmers for information of a technical nature was less 
in the more developed farming areas compared to the less developed farming areas. Although other farmers were 
found to be important sources of information, evidence of strong opinion leadership was evident. Hence the applica­
bility two stage model of information flow under paddy farming conditions is somewhat questionable. This suggests 
the possibility of a more complex, multi-directional information flow among paddy fanners. 

* The available information relates mainly to the paddy farming sector and hence the qualification *Paddy farming 
communities* in the title. It does not mean that these arguments are not applicable to other agricultural sectors. 

The penetration of mass media into paddy farming communities seems to be high. Although the exposure to mass 
media is high, the reach of agricultural information through these media is low. 
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PRELIMINARY RANDOM OBSERVATIONS ON THE COURTING BEHAVIOUR 

OF UNDERGRADUATES IN A RESIDENTIAL UNIVERSITY 
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Investigation of sexual habits and practices is a relatively recent development. Scientific observations and 
studies in this field are few, especially in Sri Lanka. Studies on sexual habits among the College and University stu­
dents of America had been reported by Robinson et al. (1968), Davis (1969), Kaats & Davis (1970) and Bell & Chaskcs 
(1970). According to Mosser & Kalton (1971) classification of obtaining data about a group of people, the direct ob­
servation method was adopted in this study, due to the conservative tendencies of our society. 

The courting behaviour of undergrads were observed, at frequent intervals, for two years, from afternoon to 
late in the night. The places of observations included the vicinity of the Girls' Halls of Residence in Peradeniya Uni­
versity, corridors of lecture blocks, library and surroundings, Gymnasium building'and the adjacent locations, canteens, 
sports pavilion, Arts Theatre and Open-air blocks. 

The observations and comments were described under the following headings: Initiation of pairing, campus 
'dates*, erotic play, 'con-session', partner selection, and inter-racial/inter-religious pairing. Six reasons are cited for the 
occurrence of pairing at the Campus. These are: band-wagon effect, two-some nature of campus life, insecurity of our 
time, stimulation of sexual attitudes, economic 'buffer*, and escapism. 

The following inferences are made; (1) The curiosity,, excitement and the ever-present liberty from the prying 
eyes of guardians and society elders, climaxes in the profuse pairing at Peradeniya Campus. (2) Pre-marital courting 
has become almost as accented among campus girls, as with campus boys. (3) The established value of Oriental culture, 
that pre-marital courting is wrong, is crumbling. 

It is concluded that, as the living conditions at the University of Peradeniya is far from satisfactory for the ever-
increasing numbers, the social, educational and family pressures of the students produce various sorts of sexual beha­
viour, which need attention and study. 
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. A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE 1978 MEDICAL ENTRANTS ( T A M I L M E D I U M ) 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA 
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This study was undertaken to evaluate the socio-economic and academic backgrounds, as well as the attitudes 
and interests o f the Tamil medical students, who entered the University of Peradeniya in 1973. Questionnaires were 
returned by 29 (85%) of the 34 students who were contacted. Of the sample, 16 were from Jaffna, 8 from Colombo, 
3 from Kandy and Batticaloa had 2. Almost 90% of them came from famous elitist public and private schools. 
Linked with the school background was the equally relevant family background. Majority o f them came from higher-
middle class or upper-class families. Twenty of them had entered at their 2nd GCE A/L attempt, and 8 in their first 
itself. The best grades were 3B and 1C, and the lowest grades were 3C and IS. All except one, had received private 
tuition, when they prepared for A/L. Of the three main fields o f students' interests, religion, politics and arts, it was 
evident that a student with very strong interests in one field tended not to be interested in the others. However, deep 
interests in religion and the arts often went together, but deep interests in religion and politics rarely did so . 

The following topics were also discussed: opinion about the secondary education they received, career intentions, 
reading outside their field of study, and views on residential life in Peradeniya. 

References : 
1. Moilanen, P. & Ihalainen, O. 1974—Brit. J. of Med. Education 8, 230. 
2. Nelson-Jones, R. & Fish, D . G. 1970—Brit. J. of Med. Education 4,97. 
3. Wagner , N. N. 1970—Brit. J. of Med. Education 4,109. 

Printed at the W ^ k y Press" 490, Havdock Road, Colcmbo 6, for the Sri Lanka Association for the 
Advancement of Science, 20/10, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 7 




