
*2 f - ^ 

ETHNOPHAULISMS IN OUR MULTI-RACIAL SRI LANKAN SOCIETY 

S. Sri Kantha 
{Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine, University of Peradeniya) 

In Sri Lanka, apart from the indigenous Veddahs, four ethnic groups are present, namely Sinhalese, Tamils 
(Sri Lankan Tamils and Indian Tamils), Moors-Malays and Burghers. Though social mixing among the ethnic groups 
occur at every strata, the use of ethnophaulism is also not Yery uncommon. 

This analysis of the existing vocabulary of derogatory language, attempts to discover patterns and generalisations 
that may make the sources and functions of ethnophaulisms understandable. In accordance with Palmore (1962), 
the following generalisations may be made. 

(1) All racial and ethnic groups use ethnophaulisms to refer to other groups. 

(2) When the out-group is a different race with distinct anthropological features, most ethnophaulisms express 
stereo-typed physical differences; the most common, being the skin colour. Other physical ethnophaul­
isms refer to the feature of the head; mainly eye and nose. 

(3) When the out-group is of the same general racial type, most ethnophaulisms express stereo-types of highly 
visible cultural differences. For e.g.: in (a) food, (b) cloth, (c) language and accent, (d) common 
first names and common occupations. 
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WHITHER SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ? 

Priennie Ranatunga 
(Ministry of Plan Implementation, Colombo 1)* 

Social objectives are increasingly assimilated into development concepts today. Three areas needed to under­
stand this are: (1) improved social indicators (2) the relationship of technology to social change and (3) the social ethic 
in relation to—a person; a people. 

Because increasing Gross National Product of poor countries did not trickle down to the poor, new indices are 
developing to measure the quality of life of persons. One of these—the nutritional status of persons—is a sensitive 
index, because unlike incomes, it is detrimental to individuals at both ends of the spectrum. 

Technical knowledge and its polarisation both between and within nations, spurred population growth. Tech­
nology grows exponentially and in anticipation of needs. Social changes are slow and they are rather responses to 
needs. Because of the disparity in the rate of change of the two phenomena, large motivational efforts in the latter 
become mandatory, if ordinary people are to benefit socially. 

A person's social development is analysed by the way he expresses his genetic potential—physically, socially and 
creatively, as he grows. That of a people, by the social ethic displayed as populations grow, according to the sigmoid 
curve. Several social phenomena in developed and underdeveloped countries, which have manifest growth/divergent 
modes may need to usher equilibrium/convergent modes to realise the desired social development. Humanity faces an 
inflection in its population curve for the first time in history. The accompanying social circumstances are likely to be 
complex, dynamic and little understood because they involve ecological systems. 
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