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The leather industry requires large amounts of tannins. The demand for tanned leather and consequently the 
demand for vegetable tanning extracts will increase in the future. There is also a good export market for vegetable 
tanning extracts. In view of this, a phytochemical screening of tannin bearing plants growing iii different parts of Sri 
Lanka has been undertaken. 

Several plants belonging to the plant families Ariceniaceae, Combretaceae, Leguminosae, Myrsinaceae, Pteri-
daceae, Rhizophoraceae, Rubiaceae, Sonneratiaceae, and Tamoricaceae have been screened for tannins. Nine out of 
the thirty specimens screened had more than twenty percent (dry plant weight basis) tannins which were highly water 
soluble. Table I gives the names of these tannin-rich plants. 

TABLE I 

P l a n t f a r t %Tannin; %Water Solubility 

bark 22 100 
fruits 39 97 

bark 25 100 
bark ' '34 93 
leaf - 29 100 

bark 24 80 

bark .35 91 
bark 28 100 

bark 25 100 

Plant Name 
COMBRETACEAE 

Lumnitsera racemosa Willd. 
Terminaiia chebula Retz. 

LEGUMINOSAE 
Acabia leucophloea (Roxb.) Willd. 
Cassia auriculata L. 

—Do— 
MYRSINACEAE 

Aegiceras cormculatum (L.) Blanco 
RHIZOPHORACEAE 

Ceriopstagal (Perr.)C. B. Rob. 
Rhizophora apiculata Bl. 

RUBIACEAE 
Scyphiphora hydrophylJaceae 
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The genus Shorea belongs to the family Dipterocarpaceae. More recently the Dipterocarp genus Doona has 
been absorbed into the genus Shorea (Ashton, 1972). Bisset et al. (1966) have investigated several Doona resins. How­
ever, the acidic fractions of the resins were not studied by them. Bandaranayake et al. (1975) studied the acidic frac­
tions of the resins of Dipterocarpus hispidus, Dipterocarpus zeylanicus, Doona congestiflora and Doona macrophylla 
and isolated asiatic acid in large amounts. They also isolated ursolic acid from the resins of Doona congestiflora and 




