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Cashew (Anacardium occidentale), which is grown on a wide-scale in both the western and eastern sectors of the 
dry zone, is attacked by a number of insect pests during the different stages of its growth and development. On the 
basis of the extent of economic damage caused to this tree, the root and stem borer, Plocaederus ferrigineus, and the 
tea mosquito bug, Helopeltis antonii, are rated as major pests. Several workers have reported on the bionomics and 
control techniques of this pest (Choudri, 1962; Nambiar, 1973; Pillai, 1974; Swaine, 1959). 

The bionomics of the root and stem borer is presented in detail and the results of using a microbial agent (Rhab-
dionvirus oryctes) and an entomophagous fungus (Metarrhizium anisophae) are discussed with those of insecticide 
trials. 

Studies have also been made on the effect of insecticide spray schedules as well as other possible control tech­
niques on the bionomics of the tea mosquito bug. This latter pest is a serious one in the Eastern Province where it is 
the primary incitor for the malady 'inflorescence blight* of cashew caused by secondarily invading saprophytic fungi, 
Phomopsis anacardiaceae and Gloesporium mangiferae. 
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Virus diseases of Papaya (Carica papaya) have been reported from many countries where this crop is grown. 
Prevalence of the disease severely restrict profitable papaya production. Several authors (Adsuar 1946, Bhargara & 
Khurana 1971, Holtzman and Is hit 1963, Kawanishi and Namba 1966) have studied different aspects of the disease. 

In this study several varieties of Carica papaya was screened for susceptibility to Papaya Mosaic virus (PMV). 
There was no resistance except the variety Carica Candamarcensis which is grown at higher altitudes in the tropics. 
Also representative plants of several families were tested. Family Cucurbitaceaewas found to be an alternate host to 
PMV infection. There was no evidence for the virus to be transmitted through the seeds. Soil from the surrounding 
area of an infected plant did not transmit the virus to the neighbouring plants. 

Infection of Carica papaya with PMV produced both external and internal symptoms. The anatomy of the 
leaf was adversely affected, structure of the palisade layers and the spongy cells were modified. These cells were smaller 
in size, smaller and fewer chloroplasts had broad intercellular spaces and the cells were deformed. 
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