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With the commencement of a large-scale tea replanting programme in the low-country in the late 1950s, and with 
an increase in the use of nitrogenous fertilizers, live-wood termite pest incidence was found to magnify and by the early 
1970s began to threaten the very existence of vast acreages of tea in the low-country districts. The main access points 
for swarming colony founders are the die-back of prune cuts that suffer wood-rot (Sivapalan & Senaratne, 1977). Such 
symptoms that follow pruning are significantly higher in the high-yielding soft-wooded clonal tea plants (Sivapalan et al., 
1977). The removal of the shade tree, Gliricidia sepium, had also contributed to an upsurge in the incidence of these 
pests (Sivapalan et al., 1977). 

A strategy has now been developed by integrating the following cultural practices to manage this pest effectively: 
(1) use of selected hard-wooded clones that suffer minimum die-back and rot following pruning; (2) adoption of sani­
tary pruning by cleaning all dead-wood and snags, which serve as entry points; (3) painting of prune cuts with fungicidal 
wound dressings to minimize wood-rot; (4) optimize fertilizer applications with the right N/K ratio (3:1); (5) planting 
of G. sepium as a shade tree, at a spacing of 4.5 x 2.2m; (6) prompt removal of tea plants or, blocks of tea plants, that 
are in an advanced state of attack, which serve as sources of swarming colony founders. 
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8 ~ ' 0 CHILLI VIRUS DISEASES IN THE DRY ZONE OF SRI LANKA 
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Chilli plant is known to be susceptible to a number of viruses (Ramakrishnan 1961., Thornberry, H. H. 1966.) 
In studies conducted at the Agricultural Research Station, Maha llluppallama, on samples obtained from the main 
chilli growing areaŝ of Anuradhapura, Jaffna and Vavuniya Districts, the mosaic group of viruses was recovered 
in the majority of the ninety samples tested each season over a period of three years. The balance samples contained 
the leaf curl group of viruses. Mixed infections of two or more viruses were common on samples collected from plants 
where the first chilli pick had been taken, i.e. 2-2\ months from transplanting. 

, The components of the mosaic group of viruses have been identified as follows: (l)Cmllimosaicvirus Ch. MV^ 
(2) Cucumber mosaic virus CMV (type strain), (3) Cucumber mosaic virus CMV (atypical strain), (4) Potato virus Y. 
PVY, (5) Tobacco mosaic virus TMV. (6) Top Necrosis Virus TMV, (4) a ringspot type virus. 

The leaf curl virus causes severe yield reductions. Its incidence was higher in the Anuradhapura and Vavuniya 
Districts, where it is the chief limiting factor in the production of profitable crops of chilli. In the Jaffna District the 
incidence of leaf curl declined over the survey period mainly on account of the increased use of chemical control measures 
against the insect vector Bemisia tabaci. 
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