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Several studies have indicated that minor physical abnormalities are common in Psychotic patients (1, 2).

In this study we set out to test our hypothesis that minor physical abrormalities are equally common in two major
groups of non-organic psychosis—i.e. schizophrenia and affective psychosis.

We have examined a consecutive series of 143 psychotic patients who were admitted to General Hospital, Kandy-
Of these, there were 73 schizophrenic patients and 68 affective patients. In these patients, external ears, eyes, mouth,
the trunk and extremities were examined for the presence of morphological abnormalities.

The results indicate there is no statistically significant difference in the prevalence of morphological abnormalities
between these two groups. )

When, however, the patients, having only single abnormalities were excluded and when the two groups were
compatred for patients having multiple abnormalities, a statistically significant difference emerged.
X? = 16.70 (significant at 1%, level) ’

Thus the schizophrenic patients had more multiple morphological abnormalities than manic-depressive patients.
Qur original hypothesis has been disproved.

If these findiags could be confirmed by further investigations the results may indicate that the congenitally deter-
mined morphological abrormalities are in some way related to now established genetic predisposition to schizophrenia.
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