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Serological diagnosis of filariasis by detection of circnlating antibodies does not necessarily detect active infection.
Determination of circnlating antigens may prove to be more relevant and this requires characterisation of antigens that
evoke the antibody/immune response,
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In the case of W. bancrofti it is practically impossible to obtain sufficient filariae to extract antigens for characteri-
sation. The wide cross reactivity of filarial species, however, permits one to use heteroantigens for this purpose. This
communication deals with an attempt to characterise Seraria digitata heteroantigens reacting with serum antibodies of
filariasis subjects. The cross reactivity of these antigens with the surface antigens of W. bancrofti microfilariae was
studied by inhibition of indirect immunofiuorescence. The results indicate that S. digitata contzins several antigenic
fractions which show antigenicity against filariasis sera and two of these fractions were similar to the surface antigens
of W. bancrofti microfilariae. - - ’ .
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