
In an attempt to find out the reasons for this, we 
questioned Buddhist alcoholics identified in a previous commu­
nity survey about their religious beliefs and the discordance 
between, these beliefs and their alcoholism. Nearly all claimed 
to have faith in Buddhism. Most argued that their drinking 
did not constitute a maior transgression of the teaching. 
Among the arguments were that 'moderate drinking' was 
permissible or that they had control over their behaviour 
even after alcohol or that they abstained on religious occasions. 
A few omitted reciting the fifth precept which device was 
claimed to relieve them from the obligation to avoid alcohol 

Although Buddhism condemns taking alcohol, it has 
by its liberal attitude of leaving to the individual the freedom 
to decide on his actions, failed to act as a check on alcoholism. 
Since no edicts are issued for laymen, those who wish to 
consume alcohol are able to rationalise their behaviour and 
so continue to drink without compromising their religious 
convictions. 
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Reliability coefficients which are based on tau-equivalence 
underestimate test reliability when part tests are unequal in 
length. Horst's, Kristof's, and Feldt's coefficients are the only 
available reliability coefficients to be used with unequal length 
part tests. These coefficients are based on different test theory 
models and can be used only with two or three part tests. This 
paper presents a reliability coefficient based on 'nominal test 
lengths' to use with any number of unequal length part tests 
and will be coefficient alpha under tau - equivalence. 
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