
S T U D E N T S S U B J E C T P R E F E R E N C E S IN t S R I L A N K A 
A T T H E J U N I O R S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L L E V E L 

S. J. Perera, 
(Faculty of Education, Colombo Campus*) 

Relative popularity of the school subjects at the Junior 
Secondary school level was investigated. A pair of subjects 
were compared at a time. The sample consisted of 396 boys of 
Grade 8 coming from three socially different types of schools. 
The subject that emerged as the most popular was New Mathe-
metics. Integrated Science did not enjoy a similar status 
Physical Education was the least popular. Languages enjoyed 
a relatively higher popularity. 

The findings were compared with those of some of the recent 
British studies. On the whole, British preferences appear to be 
relatively free of constraints, from within and without. 
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