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Prom the phenolic fraction of the choloroform extract of 
Polygala javana two yellow pigments and two U V fluorescent 
compounds have been isolated. The pigments were' shown to be 
4 , 5-dihydroxy-3, 6, 8-trimethoxy flavone and 3' , 4' 5-trihydroxy 
3, 5', 6, 8-tetraraethoxyflavone by combined-spectroscopic and 
chemical methods. A n o n reducing sugar hexitol, polygalitol 1 

was isolated from the methanol extract of P. javana and was 
shown to occur in P. arillata, P. chinensis, P. rosmarinifolia 
and P. telephoides. Presence of polygalitol in all the Polygala 
species studied m a y b e of chemotaxonomic significance. 
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Claims of medicinal properties 1 and the occurrence of 
xanthone glycosides 1 in plants.belonging to the family, Gentia-
naceae prompted us to initiate studies on Exacum, the largest 
genus of this family in Sri Lanka and here we report our studies 
on an endemic species E, macranthum Arn. 
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The hot methanol extract of E. macranthum- yielded a 
flavone glycoside which was shown to be acacet in-7-0-8. 
runtinoside (Linarin) 3 by spectroscopic methods and chemical 
degradation. This is the first report of the occurrence of a 
flavonoid glycoside in a member of the family, Gentianaceae. 
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The Muthurajawela peat deposit which covers an area of 

about 13 square miles has not hitherto been exploited for any 
useful purpose. With a view of utilizing this seemingly valuable 
deposit for possible agricultural use, we have initiated a study 
and herein we report the preliminary analytical results obtained. 

Fifteen peat samples collected from three locations within 
the deposit upto ten feet depth were analysed for their carbon, 
nitrogen, 'sulphur, phosphorus, moisture acid humic acid con­
tents. pH of these samples were also determined. The nitrogen 
and humic acid content along with the water holding capacity 
was found to increase proportionately with the carbon content 
whereas phosphorous content and pH showed n o uniform 
relationship to the carbon contents of the samples studied. The 

. sulphur content was found to decrease with depth, possibly due 
to hydrogen sulphide escaping from the deeper regions. 
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