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Prom the phenolic fraction of the choloroform extract of 
Polygala javana two yellow pigments and two U V fluorescent 
compounds have been isolated. The pigments were' shown to be 
4 , 5-dihydroxy-3, 6, 8-trimethoxy flavone and 3' , 4' 5-trihydroxy 
3, 5', 6, 8-tetraraethoxyflavone by combined-spectroscopic and 
chemical methods. A n o n reducing sugar hexitol, polygalitol 1 

was isolated from the methanol extract of P. javana and was 
shown to occur in P. arillata, P. chinensis, P. rosmarinifolia 
and P. telephoides. Presence of polygalitol in all the Polygala 
species studied m a y b e of chemotaxonomic significance. 
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Claims of medicinal properties 1 and the occurrence of 
xanthone glycosides 1 in plants.belonging to the family, Gentia-
naceae prompted us to initiate studies on Exacum, the largest 
genus of this family in Sri Lanka and here we report our studies 
on an endemic species E, macranthum Arn. 
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