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Reported studies reveal low lead -absorption by radiator 
workers as the environmental exposure levels tp lead were low. 
N o such studies have been conducted in Sri Lanka. An attempt 
is mada to quantify the environmental*exposure to lead in one of 
the radiator work shops in Sri Lanka. The exposure level is 
more than half the current work room environmental standard 
and the results indicate that majority of the workers manifest 
lead absorption at varied levels. 
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The tissues examined were the stalk connecting the 
inflorescence axis and the fruit; and the mesocarp connecting the 
stalk and eyes. These tissues were extracted with 0-2 M acetate 
buffer (pH 4.5) and fractionated by differential centrifuge tion 
at 4°C. Invertase activity was observed in the 900 g particulate 
fraction. The stalk and mesocarp tissues contained the same.' 
amounts of-invertase activity (5.68 units/g fresh tissue). The 
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