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The brown planthopper Nilaparvata lugens Stal. has 
become a serious pest in several rice growing areas of Sri Lanka 
particularly in Amparai and Batticaloa districts. An ecologically 
acceptable method of control of N. lugens requires a survey of 
the field population of this pest. A 6-7 week survey of plan­
thopper and leafhopper complexes and insect predators was 
carried out in fields in Kohabana and Central Camp in the 
Amparai District and Kaluvanchikudi in the Batticaloa District 
during Yala 1975, 

N, lugens was the predominant, or the only, species of 
the planthopper complex in these Districts with Sogatella 
furcifera Horv. not exceeding 9% of the complex in any field 
Leafhopper species collected include Nephotettix impicticeps 
Ishthara, Tettigoniella spectra Dist. and Reciha dorsalis 
Mots. Insect predators collected were an antbocorid, two 
coccinetlids and a species of Cyrtorrhinus Fieber a mi rid. 
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SOME ECOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE EDIBLE 
OYSTER CRASSOSTREA CUCULLATA (BORN) OCCUR­

RING IN THE NEGOMBO LAGOON 
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A population of oysters associated * with mangroves of an 
islet in the Negombo Lagoon was studied during the period 
August, 1976 to September, 1977. The study covered the envi­
ronmental factors such as rainfall, air and water temperatures, 
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