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* Assessment of the quality of rice is difficult unless one
knows what is meant by quality and the important quality
criteria in relation to rice consumption in Sri Lanka. Nutritive
quality, storage quality and consumer preference are some
factors that contribute to the value or quality of rice. While
some of these factors can be determined by objective measure-
ment, others such as consumer acceptance and preference for
" cooking and processing qualities must be determiried by consumer
tests and surveys.

In this survey, preferences for different types and. varieties
of rice, and for certain processing conditions, were studied. The
results reveal most popularity towards underpolished. reds
parboiled rice with a medium sized grain, while reasons for
particular preferences appear to be centred largely aroynd

‘taste’.

Some differences were found with respect to preferences for
* gertain types and varicties of rice shown by farmers and non-
farmers.





